


Brenda Laird 
770-377-7714
770-720-1400

Soleil Resident, Senior Real Estate Specialist, and your Soleil Specialist since 2007.Top 2% BHHS Agents Worldwide

432 Canyon Lane
$725,000

Preston
3BR/3.5BA, Office, Sunroom

Private Backyard

215 Woodridge Terrace
$625,000

Jasper
2BR/2BA, Office, Sunroom

Unfinished Basement 
Screened Porch, Private Backyard

802 Daicey Way
$624,900

Alabaster (Hydrangea)
3BR/2.5BA, Office

Enclosed Porch, Private Backyard

112 Laurel View
$529,000

Dalton
2BR/2BA, Office, Sunroom

Enclosed Porch, Fenced Backyard

211 Big Cedar Run
$725,000

Trenton
2BR/2.5 BA, Office

Enclosed Porch, Golf Course Lot

652 Hemlock Trail
$449,000
Ambrose

2BR/2BA, Office
Screened Porch, Private Backyard

524 Bonneset Ct.
$509,000

Teal (Morning Glory)
3BR/3BA, Office

Finished Basement

510 Bonneset
$449,000

Indigo (Pansy)
3BR/2BA

Screened Porch, Private Backyard

105 Laurel View
$520,000

Dalton
2BR/2BA, Office, Sunroom

Screened Porch, Private Backyard

Georgia Properties

NEW LISTING
SOLD

NEW LISTING

NEW  PRICE

NEW PRICE
UNDER CONTRACT

NEW LISTING
UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT
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Digital copies of Soleil Living are now available on the Soleil website.
Go to: Resident Resources > Soleil Living Magazine

 Security/ Gatehouse 
770-224-6165

Racquet Club 
Tom Cobb 

Racquet Club Director
770-479-6482

tecobb@windstream.net

 Warranty Issues 
Jeff  Cornwell
je� .cornwell@

pmcommunities.com 
or 404-557-7320

 Russell Landscape
www.russelllandscape.

com/soleil

Fitness Director 
Gina Beckwith

678-493-5710 ext 14
SoleilFitness@outlook.com

Cherokee County 
Emergency Alerts

To receive emergency 
alerts sign up at:

cherokeega-ema.org
/codered

Soleil Living is a publication of Our Front Porch. Subject matter published is the opinion of the author and does 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the publisher of this newsletter. Professional advice should be obtained before 
making any decision in which a professional is readily available. Advertisers assume responsibility for the content of 
the ads placed in this publication. Material published may not be reproduced without the written permission of Our 
Front Porch.

The contents of this newsletter are provided for the members of the Soleil Laurel Canyon neighborhood as a courtesy 
only.  No representations are made as to information presented, the quality of the goods or services advertised, or the 
veracity of the statements relating to the goods and services. The printing of opinions, information or advertisements 
does not constitute an endorsement by the neighborhood of such opinions, information, goods or services.

CONTACT US TODAY
770-623-6220

info@frontporchatlanta.com

CONTACTS

The evening sun fi lters through 
fall foliage along Laurel Canyon 
Parkway just below Fairways 
of Canton’s second tee. Photo 
by Soleil resident Chastaine 
Kendrick.

 Soleil Laurel Canyon 
Board Of Directors 

Judy DiBernardo (President)
Bill Healey (Vice-President)

Jeff  Moore (Treasurer)
Gregory Cornish (Secretary)
Pam Kuester, John Nettuno, 

Bill Salomone (Members at Large)

Soleil Laurel Canyon Clubhouse Sta� 
General Manager

generalmanagersoleil@heritageproperty.com

Kirsti Zell, Administrative Assistant
adminsoleil@heritageproperty.com

Judy Fauver, Lifestyle Director
lifestyledirectorsoleiljudy@heritageproperty.com

Brenda Holmes, Lifestyle Director
lifestyledirectorsoleilbrenda@heritageproperty.com

Clubhouse O� ice 

678-493-5710
Onsite Monday-Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Heritage Property After Hours Customer Care 
770-451-8171 

Follow the prompts for Emergency Service, which is #9
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 Water & Sewer 
City of Canton Water 

& Sewer Division
110 Academy Street
Canton, GA 30114

770-704-1502
Emergency: 770-479-2392

Garbage & Recycling 
Waste Management

404-794-6707

Electric 
Georgia Power

1037 Marietta Highway
Canton,GA 30114

24-hour: 888-660-5890

 Internet 
Windstream
770-479-2000

Comcast 
800-934-6489 (Xfinity)

Cable 
800-266-2278 (Comcast) 
or 800-934-6489 (Xfinity)

When the prompts start, say “Bulk Service 
Agreement.” Tell the customer service rep you 

live in Soleil Laurel Canyon and give them 
your address.

Alarm 
EMC Security
770-963-0305

Emergency: 833-700-0294

Locate Utilities 
Call 811

http://georgia811.com

SERVICE 
PROVIDERS

The Soleil Finance Committee is seeking residents who would like to 
volunteer to serve on the Committee in 2024. The role and responsibilities 
of the Finance Committee and its members can be found on the Soleil 
Website under Board/Finance Committee/Charter. If you would be 
interested in serving, please contact Mark Runge (markrungee@gmail) by 
December 31, 2023.

Finance Committee 
Seeks Volunteers

Welcome, Kirsti Zell

Kirsti Zell joined the Soleil offi  ce staff  on November 6 as the new 
Administration Assistant. Kirsti is currently earning her MBA from 
the University of West Georgia and will graduate in December. She 
grew up in Canton and recently moved back. Her hobbies include 
playing pickleball with friends, running half marathons when she 

has time and spending time with family. (Photo by Martha Crockett)
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470-317-7335  |  BredaPest.com  

$25 Gift Card
Gift Card good for one home for any new service(s).

One of the most destructive pests Georgia 
homeowners will encounter is TERMITES.

Breda Pest Management uses industry-leading 
technology to locate and eradicate termites from 

your property, and with BREDA's termite guarantee, 
you never have to worry with termites and the 

extensive damage they cause ever again.

TERMITES
PEST CONTROL

WILDLIFE MOSQUITOES
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Soleil Women win  
USTA State Championship
By Dwight Kees

The Soleil Women’s USTA 65-and-over 3.5 tennis team 
journeyed to Savannah, Georgia on October 12 to compete in 
the 2023 state championships. This was their second trip in as 
many years. 

Both trips were earned by winning the Atlanta area city 
championship. The team made it all the way to the final match last year 
before coming up just a little short. This year’s version had a different result. 

The team roster consisted of team captain Judy Shaffer, Linda Struck, Sharen 
Brown, Tineke Arzbach, Kathy Furlong, Brenda Kees, Babs Baldwin, Joy 
Martin, Lori Poer. Unfortunately, Linda was not able to make the trip due to a 
family emergency. In addition, Judy was out of the country.

The tournament start was somewhat rocky for the Soliel ladies. During the 
first match on Friday morning, Kathy sustained an injury and was unable to 
continue, leaving the team with the minimum six players for the remainder 
of the competition. In addition, Joy had just returned from Europe and was 
dealing with the effects of jetlag. 

As a result of a late morning rain, the scheduled afternoon match was pushed 

into Saturday, forcing the depleted team to play three matches beginning at 
9:30, not ending until 8 p.m. 

Having won all three matches on Saturday, the team was then in a waiting 
game to determine if they had made the semifinals. They decided to chill a bit 
with a drive to the beach at Tybee Island. 

Upon hearing they had indeed made the semifinals, they hurried back to 
begin the final afternoon of tennis. The semifinal match win propelled the 
team into the early evening finals and a sweep of all three matches resulted in 
the tournament win.

To say the team had to overcome several “curve balls” and push through 
adversity would be an understatement. Acting team captain Sharen Brown 
summed up her feelings toward the team when she said, “We are such an 
exceptional group of girls and I cherish the friendships we share. Each one 
of you has a special talent on the court and we all made it work together 
to achieve our State Championship. Kathy gets the title of the best team 
supporter, and we all thank her for her support. Stay on the sunny side of 
life.”

E The Soleil Women’s USTA 65-and-over 3.5 
tennis team journeyed to Savannah and 
brought home the crown! (L-R): Standing: 
Kathy Furlong, Joy Martin, Sharon Brown, 
team captain Judy Shaffer, Linda Struck, 
Babs Baldwin, Tineke Arzbach. Kneeling: 
Brenda Kees, Lori Poer.  
(Photo by Bev Stichtenoth) 
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E Cherokee County Health Department (CCHD) staff (L-R) Pam Graham, Daniel 
Ramos and Karen Mathis provide assistance with paperwork for a Soleil resident 
during the annual Soleil Flu Shot Clinic, as Soleil Resident Jim Hunter directs 
traffic. (Photo by Chastaine Kendrick)

Annual Flu 
Vaccination Clinic
By Joe Tollus

On October 12, Soleil’s Health & Wellness Club sponsored 
its sixteenth annual flu vaccination clinic at the 
clubhouse. Club and CERT volunteers worked together to 
make the clinic run smoothly by checking documentation 
and guiding participants to the Cherokee County Health 

Department staff, who then administered the shots. 

Flu vaccines were provided 
to 158 Soleil residents who 
took advantage of an easy 
drive-through process 
instead of going outside 
the community for the 
same service. It was a big 
success and an appreciated 
convenience. 

The Health and Wellness 
Club provides important benefits to the Soleil community and will continue 
to sponsor events and schedule speakers who appeal to residents. 

The Club welcomed six new members in 2023: Kevin Reynolds, Riva 
Adamovsky, Laura Gildenberg, Sunny Lewitt, Chastaine Kendrick and Kathy 
Schevling.

E Soleil Resident Sunny Lewitt helps a resident fill out a medical form as Glenda 
Prather and Kathy Schevling await new arrivals. (Photo by Chastaine Kendrick)

E Soleil Health and Wellness, CERT Volunteers and Health Department staff at the 
annual flu shot clinic include (L-R): Front row: Soleil residents Kathy Schevling, 
Sunny Lewitt, CCHD staff member Cyndi Lopez, Soleil resident Glenda Prather. 
Middle row: CCHD staff members Daniel Ramos, Amy Patterson, Karen Mathis, 
Pam Graham, Pam Baker, Soleil resident Chris Amones, CCHD staff member 
Brittany Pettway. Back row: Soleil residents Jim Hunter, Chastaine Kendrick, Ed 
Hill. Not pictured: Soleil residents John Nettuno, Roz Gladstone, Judy Wallace, 
Linda Ries. (Photo by Judy Fauver)
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Committee 
Appreciation 
Dinner
October 10

E Board member John Nettuno (at podium) recognizes 
the volunteer residents who serve on the Maintenance 
Committee for which he is Board Liaison. At the 
Committee Appreciation Dinner on October 10, the 
Board Liaison for each Board Committee spoke about 
the work done by their committee volunteers and 
recognized each one present at the dinner. (Photo by 
Craig Stichtenoth)

Streets are Sealed
September

E Jerry Jernigan scheduled all the volunteers and set up barriers on 
streets being sealed each day. Others helped with golf cart shuttles for 
residents on shut-off streets and with package deliveries. (Photo by 
Martha Crockett)

E A view down Daicey Way shows the difference between the old and the sealed streets. 
Board member John Nettuno headed up the project that sought the best and longest-
lasting sealant for Soleil Streets. (Photo by Martha Crockett)
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Soleil’s 
Doughboys

Every single day for the past three years, 
twelve Soleil residents—aff ectionately 
known as the Doughboys—have 
picked up surplus baked goods from 
Canton’s downtown Panera Bread. 

They deliver these baked goodies to Angel House, 
MUST Ministries, Goshen Valley Boys Ranch and 
other Cherokee County charitable organizations. The 
Doughboys salute Panera Bread for their generous 
donations. For more info on the Doughboys, please 
contact Fred Weems at fredweems550@gmail.com. 
(L - R): Front row: Anjalay Studdard (Panera Bread), 
Gary Selden, Courtney Moss (Panera Bread), Fred 
Weems. Middle row: Rob Kraus, Don Converse, 
Ed Hill, John Wolcott (former Soleil resident), 
Tom Wise. Back Row: Bob Rose, Steve Agocs, John 
Amones, Michael Tabor (Panera Bread Manager). Not 
pictured: Bruce Digby and Tom Reynolds. 
(Photo by Cathy Pica)

Buy 
one entrée 

or sandwich 
& get 

the second 
½ off equal or 
lesser value.

Terms apply.
770 224-8816

135 Reinhardt College Pkwy, Canton, GA
DiveSouthernCoastalKitchen.com

Enjoy the Beach Life while 
dining at Dive Southern 

Coastal Kitchen
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Soleil’s Cover Girls
By Cindy Bender  •  Photos by Dan Bender

Did you know Soleil has Cover Girls? Many residents are 
probably unaware of the generosity provided by this group. 

The Soleil Cover Girls club was founded in 2017 by former 
resident, Carol Darras. It derived the name from its original 
focus, which was making fleece blankets for Canton 

elementary schools—hence providing “cover.” Cover Girls currently has 22 
members.

Although it started as a blanket-making group, it has expanded to many 
different types of “covers” such as coats, clothing and even school nurse 
supplies to meet community needs. Every year the donations have grown 
larger. So far, over 300 blankets have been made. Over 275 items of coats, 
clothing and shoes have been distributed. 

This year the group is focusing on specific Must Ministries needs such as 
diaper bags filled with essential items for parents of newborns. In addition, 
blankets are being made in response to a critical shortage. 

On December 1-15, the group will be sponsoring a diaper drive for Must 
Ministries. Especially needed are diapers sized 3-7 and pull-ups. There will be a 
bin in the entryway of the clubhouse. We welcome your support.

If you are interested, Cover Girls meets on the second Wednesday of each 
month, 10 a.m.-noon in the Arts and Crafts room. Come meet the busy 
workers! We hope you will want to join us as we continue searching for ways 
to serve our Canton community. For more information contact Cindy Bender 
at 248-495-5864.

E Nancy Farris and Barb Baker assemble a fleece 
blanket. 

E Dottie Deviney, Cindy Bender, Nancy Farris and 
Barb Baker with donated coats. 

E On October 22, the group was honored to receive an 
award from the Georgia Association of Elementary 
School Principals for “enhancing education through 
outstanding support.” (L-R): Barb Baker, Cindy 
Bender, Nancy Farris and Dottie Deviney pose with 
the award. 

E Cindy Bender assembles a diaper bag destined for Must 
Ministries. 

E A staff member of Must Ministries accepts a Cover 
Girls donation of diaper bags and blankets.
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Spirits. Beer. Wine
Good Variety. Low Prices.

6839 Reinhardt College Pkwy Suite 104 | Waleska, GA 30183

 770-224-9771

Waleska Liquor is Now OpenWaleska Liquor is Now Open
We offer monthly specials | Support Your Local Business

Large Variety of Cigars
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E Susan Worsley, Angel House Executive Director, speaks to the crowd as Canton Mayor Bill 
Grant (left) and Angel Walk organizer Ron Laird look on. (Photo by Dick Slaats)

15th Annual 
Angel Walk
By Ron Laird

The 2023 Angel Walk to benefi t Angel House 
of North Georgia held on October 7 raised 
more than $7,500 in donations. More that 225 
residents registered for the event and over 
100 showed up on Walk Day to participate. In 

addition to those registering, others gave almost $1,000 in 
direct donations.

Susan Worsley, Angel 
House Executive Director, 
participated in the Walk 
and thanked Soleil for the 
continuing support her 
organization receives. The 
weather cooperated nicely 
as lunch was cooked and 
served by members of the 
Les Marmitons cooking club. 
All participants received 2023 
commemorative T-shirts 
featuring the 15-year anniversary.

Organizers Ron and Brenda Laird wish to thank the sponsors 
who helped to make the event a fi nancial success: Laurel 
Canyon Optimist Club, Brenda Laird Real Estate Services, 
Vienna Beef through Soleil resident Jim Silverman, and 
McStatts Printing. 

E Over a hundred Soleil residents show their eagerness to take a 
hike in support of Angel House on the morning of October 7. 
(Photo by Dick Slaats)

E Dan & Helen Casey pick up their 2023 commemorative T-shirts from volunteers Mimi Mowery 
and Brenda Laird, also a sponsor of the event. (Photo by Dick Slaats)

E Hildegard Husar (89) 
smiles even after walking 
the whole way. Photo by 
Brenda Laird
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E Members of Les Marmitons cooking club stand ready to prepare lunch for a 
hungry post-walk crowd. (L-R): Marv Hirschel, George Horack, David Hyatt, Bob 
Hamilton, Mike Rainwater, Ron Laird, Jack Jolin. (Photo by Dick Slaats)

E Over $7,500 was raised to support Angel House, including a $1,500 check from 
the Laurel Canyon Optimist Club. (L-R): Angel House Director Susan Worsley, 
Optimist Club Past President Ed Hill, and Angel Walk organizer Ron Laird. 
(Photo by Dick Slaats)

E Relaxing in the aftermath, Angel Walk participants enjoy the lunch prepared and 
served by Les Marmitons cooking club. (Photo by Lori Poer)

E Angel Walk participants head east down Laurel Canyon Parkway on the first leg 
of the 3.6-mile hike. (Photo by Lori Poer)

Bob Bell & Associates Computer ServicesBob Bell & Associates Computer Services
WE'RE HERE TO SERVE YOU!WE'RE HERE TO SERVE YOU!

6 am–4 pm Monday-Friday
We take after hours calls & messages

* Any Computer Hardware Repairs—Windows & Apple
* Viruses, Malware Upgrades, Security

* We build the Best, fast, slim line Desktop 
Computers,  Windows 10,11

* Networking and Data Recovery • Service Call or Drop Offs
c: 770-894-7228 or 678-230-1152

(7 days, leave a message if no answer)
A Veteran Owned Business

Interior/Exterior Painting
Deck/Dock Staining
Pressure Washing

Free Estimates

Eric Szeder
404-275-5019
eric.painthouse@gmail.com
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E The ultimate goal for every team—the inside of the casino vault. Even though 
Donna Graham is holding a sign saying they made off with the loot, no team 
took the prize. (L-R): Dave Battaglia, Donna Graham, Jeanne Kraus, Cindy 
Battaglia, Rob Kraus.  

Failed Casino Heist
October 6
Photos by Brenda Holmes

E The challenge that got away! The “Break into the Vault” challenge stumped every 
team resulting in no winner for this year’s Escape Room. Attempting the heist are 
(L-R): Jackie Shierer, Tom Krueger, Michael Grant, Jo Kingsman.  

E Volunteers run the show! (L-R): Front row: Bob Johnson, Robin McCelland, 
Jeannie Johnson, Louie Eichman, Roz Gladstone (in the hat), Robin Lincoln. 
Second row: Rick & Kathy Zenna, Arlene Zucker, Sunny Lewitt, Sharon 
Golden, Lynda Best, Sally Carder. 

E Rick Zenna as the Casino bartender.

E Volunteer police officer Sunny Lewitt (left) warns (L-R): Beth & George 
Horack, Wayne & Sue Dodd, George & Lee Goodman about their game as 
volunteer police officer Arlene Zucker handcuffs suspect Lee Goodman.
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Chastain Night
October 14

E Soleil dances by moonlight and a lit pool. (Photo by Pam Kuester)

E The first-place team displays their winning version of the “Farmhouse” theme 
for Chastain night. (L-R): Nancy Farris, Donna Resetar, Cindy Bender, Dottie 
Deviney, John Farris, Dan Bender, David Deviney, John Resetar. 
(Photo by Cathy Zenna)

E The 120East band warms up to play on a windy Saturday night. 
(Photo by Martha Crockett)

E The second-place team enjoys a European supper with their second-place winning 
Italian country theme. Gayle Lee is in the white sweater. Moving around the table 
counter-clockwise: Tricia Paul, Jean Harmon, Christi Hinkley, Bruce Hinkley, 
Mike Lee, Tony & Mary DeLuca. (Photo by Pam Kuester)

E This Farmhouse Outhouse theme engendered many smiles. (L-R): Lois Hershel, 
Kari Spitz, Jack Jolin, Marvin Hirschel, Joe & Guye Dupcat, Brenda & Ron Laird. 
(Photo by Martha Crockett)
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Call Joe at 706-669-9326  |  www.curbingga.com

SPECIALIZING IN REDESIGNING FLOWER BEDS, STONE BORDERS, MULCH AND SOD REPLACEMENT

Natural Stone, Wood, & Engineered Block Walls

RETAINING WALLS | STONE STEPS | LANDSCAPE DESIGN | DRAINAGE

Over 30 Years Experience!
Our customer service and quality work is highly regarded by Soleil Laurel Canyon residents!

E Dancing was a highlight of the evening. (Photo by Penny James)

E Members of Les Marmitons prepare a dinner that some tables opted to partake of 
rather than preparing their own. (L-R): Paul Martin, Hank Matyniak, George 
Horack, Neil Dubry, Mike Chauvin, Dwight Kees, David Hyatt, John Brent. 
(Photo by Pam Kuester)

E Ed & Pam Kuester’s table opted for a giving theme. (Photo by Marie Smith)
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Garden Club Presentation & Plant Sale
By Caroline Calloway

At the Garden Club’s fi rst meeting for 2023-24 season on 
October 26, they invited all Soleil residents to hear a 
presentation by Ashley Frasca of 95.5 WSB Radio. Ashley 
is the host of the Saturday morning show, “Green and 
Growing,” having worked for years with Walter Reeves on 

his garden show.

Ashley talked about nuisance wildlife in our gardens with a presentation 
titled “Chipmunks, Rabbits, Squirrels and Armadillos Oh My!” She 
described a humane way to deal with pests called the HERL method:

• Habitat modifi cation

• Exclusion—keeping bests out of the area

• Removal—removing wildlife from your property

• Lethal—using poisons for extermination (a last resort) 

Ashley also recommends utilizing various sources such as UGA Extension, 
Walter Reeves.com, or her Facebook page Green and Growing for 
additional information.

Earlier in October, the Garden Club had a successful plant sale of beautiful 
pansies from Premier Nurseries with 62 happy customers. 

E Ashley Frasca of 95.5WSB Radio gives her presentation titled “Chipmunks, Rabbits, Squirrels and Armadillos Oh My!” to Soleil residents on October 26. 
(Photo by Craig Stichtenoth)



Soleil Laurel Canyon  //  www.soleilatlaurelcanyon.com 19



Soleil Living  //  December 202320

SOLEIL LIVING

Soleil’s New Piano
Article & Photos by Martha Crockett

When Joe Di Bernardo had an occasion to play 
Soleil’s ballroom piano for the first time, he 
realized it was in deplorable condition. The 
piano had been originally purchased as a used 
instrument and had been played in Soleil for 

roughly fifteen years since that purchase was made.

Soleil’s piano is utilized on a regular basis for concerts by the Silver 
Sounds Chorale and Soleil Singers, along with occasional ballroom 
performances by the Mike Dorough Singers, musical productions 
associated with Soleil Residents Theater, and special guest concerts 
such as the Cherokee Chorale. The Silver Sounds Chorale and Soleil 
Singers use the piano weekly for rehearsals throughout much of the 
calendar year.

Recognizing the need for an upgrade, Joe spearheaded a search to 
find a new piano for Soleil in collaboration with accompanists Sandy 
Cox and Diane Taylor. They visited Atlanta area piano showrooms 
to find a suitable new instrument. A detailed report prepared for the 
Soleil Board of Directors suggested three piano options. 

On October 9, the Board voted in favor of their number one choice, 
a Bechstein-Casio hybrid piano, which was delivered on October 18. 
This piano combines the features of a traditional acoustic piano and 
an electronic instrument. It has many unique features and can be 
connected to the Ballroom sound system. 

Joe said, “It has the traditional 88 keys and pedals but does 
everything but brush your teeth. Never has to be tuned.” 

“The sound on our new piano is much, much better,” Sandy Cox, 
Soleil Singers accompanist, said having used the instrument for 
several months now. “And the touch is much better, which is huge 
for accompanists. The creative solutions it gives us with its various 
features—such as connecting to the ballroom speakers—will make 
a big difference for accompanists, singers and members of our 
audiences.”  

The Silver Sounds Chorale and Soleil Singers are most appreciative 
to the HOA Board for their support. It’s certain that concert 
audiences for years to come will enjoy the sounds of Soleil’s new 
piano. 

Current plans call for keeping the old piano near the Arts & Crafts 
Room for those occasions when a second piano is needed during 
split rehearsals by one of our choral groups.

E On October 21, Joe Di Bernardo gathered residents closely tied to Soleil’s musical groups to 
share an overview of the instrument’s capabilities. (L-R): Silver Sounds Chorale member Joe 
Di Bernardo (standing); Soleil Singers Co-Director Sandy Schnee; Director Mike Dorough of 
Mike Dorough Singers; Soleil Singers Accompanist and Silver Sounds Chorale member Sandy 
Cox; Silver Sounds Chorale Accompanist Diane Taylor; Soleil Singers Co-Director Susan May 
(back row); Silver Sounds Chorale member Betty Henry; and Ballroom Audio Technician 
Wendell Henry.

E Diane Taylor (seated)—accompanist for 
the Silver Sounds Chorale—plays as (L-R) 
Wendell Henry, Sandy Schnee and Susan 
May discuss the instrument’s sound. 

E Accompanist for the Soleil Singers, Sandy 
Cox, takes a turn at discovering the features 
of the new Bechstein-Casio hybrid piano. 
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Soleil’s Sassafras Trees
Article and photos by Joe Nicholson

Sassafras trees grow naturally throughout the eastern United 
States. The trees in Soleil vary in height from about eight to thirty 
feet, but a mature tree can reach over 50 feet tall. 

Sassafras is a deciduous tree with leaves that can turn various 
colors in the fall—bright yellow, orange, pink or red. Its unusually 

shaped leaves can be oval, two-lobed or three-lobed. The small flowers are a 
bright yellow that appear in the early spring before the leaves appear, usually 
blooming during the last week in March.

In 1976 the U.S. Food and Drug Administration ruled that sassafras could 
not be sold as sassafras tea because of toxins. In ancient times the American 
Indians used sassafras for teas and medicinal tonics. Colonists likewise found 
many uses for sassafras and shipped it to Europe for sale there.

Sassafras trees in Soleil can be seen at several locations along Laurel Overlook 

where the first cluster of trees are found at the edge of the forest near the 
sixth planted willow oak tree. The second cluster of these trees grow just 
beyond the first eyebrow on the right behind street light pole number 15 at 
the top of the berm. They are best seen by walkers, but those driving by might 
notice them in the spring when the yellow flowers appear or when the leaves 
turn in the fall.

The Laurel Crossing nature trail provides additional opportunities to view 
sassafras trees. Some examples may be seen from the trail that leads into the 
woods from near the 2nd tee area just off Laurel Ridge. 

The tallest sassafras tree might be the one located about halfway between the 
second bridge and the steps down to the last bridge, as you walk toward the 
3rd hole. From that point the tree (about 30 feet tall) may be seen down the 
hill near the creek. It is easiest to recognize when in bloom.

E The delicate bright yellow sassafras flowers decorate the branches in early Spring 
before the leaves emerge.

E Wearing its late summer greenery, this small grove of sassafras trees along Laurel 
Overlook displays examples of all three kinds of leaves—single lobe ovals, two lobe 
and three lobe leaves.

E By early Fall, the first leaves begin to change color, in this case a crimson red. E In late October, these sassafras leaves are turning a golden yellow with hints of 
orange and red.
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All the Ghastly Ghouls
October 27

E Halloween revelers lead the crowd in “YMCA.” (Photo by Alan Bernhardt).

E Bev & Craig Stichtenoth show off the steins they use 
to enjoy their dark beer. (Photo by Sallie Swartz)

E Beverly Cavazos as Marilyn Monroe blows kisses at 
the photographer with approval from her baseball 
player beau, Gil Cavazos. (Photo by Sallie Swartz)

E Linda & Al Ries use the dance floor to demonstrate 
that ketchup and mustard do go together. 
(Photo by Alan Bernhardt)

E And the most chilling, most winning costumes are (L-R): Lois Healey 
as the Tooth Fairy (2nd place), Rick Zenna with Kathy Zenna who 
as Winifred Sanderson (Bette Midler’s character in Disney’s “Hocus 
Pocus”) took 1st place, Linda Boisvert as Maleficent (played by 
Angelina Jolie) (3rd place), and Stephen Dillon as The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame (3rd place). (Photo by Alan Bernhardt)
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E Brenda & Judy - enough said. (Photo by Sallie Swarz) E Crystal & Tommy Jacobs (left) with Mary Rainwater 
bring their Roaring Twenties look to the ballroom. 
(Photo by Sallie Swartz)

E Fictional and real-life ghouls enjoy a respite from the 
activities. (L-R): Seated: Jerry & Linda Boisvert with 
Kathy & Rick Zenna. Standing: Sunny Lewitt & Arlene 
Zucker. (Photo by Sallie Swartz)

E This table of Halloween revelers opted for Western 
costumes. (L-R): Russ & Melanie Fazzio, Tom & Judy 
Wise, Jeanne Kraus, Doug Sauer and Margie Brisson. 
(Photo by Rob Kraus)

E Proving cats and mice can get 
along are Julie Taylor (cat) and 
Getty Czako (Minnie Mouse). 
(Photo by Alan Bernhardt)

E Roz Gladstone & Charlotte 
Braunstein dance like two peas in 
a pod. (Photo by Alan Bernhardt)

E Bill Healey portrays a ‘molar with 
a crown’ with tooth fairy Lois 
Healey whose costume took second 
place.(Photo by Sallie Swartz)

E Betty & Wendell Henry “serve” as volunteer 
assistants to Judy and Brenda. (Photo by 
Sallie Swarz)

E Susan Seiple enjoys the festivities and the 
meal. Judy Fauver and Brenda Holmes were 
the masterminds behind the haunting table 
decorations. (Photo by Sallie Swartz)
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Pink Ribbon Society 
Raises Money for 
Breast Cancer
By Kathy Schevling  •  Photos by Kathy & Keith Schevling

No one undergoing breast cancer treatment should have to 
choose between getting medical care or paying household bills. 
Sadly, treatment costs, coupled with income loss, force them 
into hard decisions. 

The fi nancial side can be just as devastating as the medical 
side. That’s why there is the Pink Fund, a nonprofi t organization that helps with 
critical expenses for housing, transportation, utilities and insurance. 

The Pink Fund relies on donations that often come from fundraisers, such as the 
one held in Soleil. To recognize National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the 
Soleil Pink Ribbon Society held a wine and cheese fundraiser on October 25. All 
proceeds were donated to the Pink Fund.

Many local businesses participated as well by donating items that were raffl  ed at 
the event. These items included gift baskets, wine and gift cards for goods and 
services like dinners, movie tickets and spa treatments. The raffl  e process was 
great fun with some participants winning more than one prize that evening.

Attendees enjoyed wonderful wines, delicious cheese and other goodies while 
socializing with their neighbors. It also proved to be an event where residents 
who care about the breast cancer cause were able to meet others who share the 
same passion. Many people made new friends while raising money for a very 
important organization. 

The Soleil Pink Ribbon Society is a positive group of people who care about 
patients, survivors and caregivers who are dealing with the eff ects of breast 
cancer. Members don’t have to be survivors to participate. 

To get involved with the Soleil Pink Ribbon Society, contact Kathy Schevling—
nursekathy630@yahoo.com (203-837-0147), or Sheila Gerstin—Sheila.gerstin@
gmail.com (770-833-8233).

E Three of the fundraiser organizers (L-R): Sue Polmanski, Kathy 
Schevling and Sheila Gerstin.

E Sheila Gerstin and Sue Polmanski announce the raffle winners.

E Kathy Schevling (sitting) 
welcomes Jo Laswell to the 
fundraiser.

E Denise Davis is a happy raffle 
winner.
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Discover Senior Living In The Most Beautiful Way
two boutique senior living options on one 70-acre nature preserve

Full time care offered by specially trained staff
Small town hospitality & service

www.rockcreekjasper.com|678 454-2600
Locally Owned & Operated

www.manorhouseinthemeadow.com
770-737-3409 • Jasper

All-inclusive apartments for seniors with supportive lifestyle services.

Tastefully designed, quality spaces 
and generous provisions to protect 

independence & vitality.

• Meals 
• Paid Utilities 

• Housekeeping 
• Transportation 

• Great 
Neighbors 

Uniglobe Five Star Travel is one of the leading travel agencies in  
the Atlanta area, serving the community for over 35 years. Our  
cruise and destination specialists will provide you with expert  

travel planning services for the vacation of your dreams!

Serving Atlanta’s Discriminating Travelers since 1985. Visit our offices in Buckhead and Canton.

Welcome to Uniglobe Five Star Travel
Uniglobe Five Star Travel is one of the leading travel agencies in the Atlanta area, serving the community 
for over 30 years. Our cruise and destination specialists will provide you with expert travel planning 
services for the vacation of your dreams!

TOM BEEBE

tom@uniglobeatlanta.com 

3168 Peachtree Road, NW , Atlanta, GA 30305

Serving Atlanta’s Discriminating Travelers since 1985. Located in the heart of Buckhead. Please call or come visit us!

Visit Hawaii
Find a romantic getaway or a break from every day life  
in paradise!

Escape to Mexico
Experience Mexico’s beaches, natural beauties and culture.

Explore Alaska
There is no place on earth quite like Alaska.

Preferred Cruise Lines

Preferred Vendors

Our culinary vacations have 
been designed to excite and 
surprise you with intimate wine 

and culinary experiences to iconic destinations on riverboats, 
cruise ships and on land. Many of our trips include exclusive, 
By-Invitation-Only experiences and amenities.

The Signature Collection 
sailings offer Exceptional 
Value, Enriching Experiences 
and Exclusive Amenities.

www.cruiseatlanta.com
3355 Lenox Rd NE, Suite 750 

Atlanta GA 30326

Welcome to Uniglobe Five Star Travel
Uniglobe Five Star Travel is one of the leading travel agencies in the Atlanta area, serving the community 
for over 30 years. Our cruise and destination specialists will provide you with expert travel planning 
services for the vacation of your dreams!

TOM BEEBE

tom@uniglobeatlanta.com 

3168 Peachtree Road, NW , Atlanta, GA 30305

Serving Atlanta’s Discriminating Travelers since 1985. Located in the heart of Buckhead. Please call or come visit us!

Visit Hawaii
Find a romantic getaway or a break from every day life  
in paradise!

Escape to Mexico
Experience Mexico’s beaches, natural beauties and culture.

Explore Alaska
There is no place on earth quite like Alaska.

Preferred Cruise Lines

Preferred Vendors

Our culinary vacations have 
been designed to excite and 
surprise you with intimate wine 

and culinary experiences to iconic destinations on riverboats, 
cruise ships and on land. Many of our trips include exclusive, 
By-Invitation-Only experiences and amenities.

The Signature Collection 
sailings offer Exceptional 
Value, Enriching Experiences 
and Exclusive Amenities.

Tom Beebe
Soleil Resident

O: 404 231 8747 

H: 770 224 6290
tom@uniglobeatlanta.com 
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Optimist of the Year Announced
New Offi  cers and Board Members Initiated 
By Lenora McCrea

Every year, two special events occur at 
the Optimist Club’s October meeting. 
First, club offi  cers and board members 
are initiated. Second, the Optimist of 
the Year is announced.

The club was fortunate to have Russ Thomas, 
Optimist International Board Director, perform 
the initiation ceremony. Thomas, a dynamic and 
positive speaker, talked about the future of the 
Optimist Club organization and the importance of 
leaving a legacy for the children and community the 
clubs serve.

While stressing the possibilities, Thomas said, 
“We cannot do this alone. Each person must take 
ownership of what they can contribute. Small steps 
matter and have a big impact on the future of a child, 
senior or veteran. When we help our communities, 
we feel the payback in our hearts.”

After Thomas’ inspirational speech, the club’s 
Optimist of the Year, Sandy Smoak, was recognized 
for her dedication and involvement in many club 

activities. Sandy and her husband, Wayne, moved to 
Soleil in 2019 from Savannah to be near family and 
to enjoy what Soleil and the area have to off er. They 
both joined the Optimist Club in 2020.

Sandy’s organizational skills and willingness to help 
made her a perfect fi t for the Club. She has served 
as secretary for three years and participated in 
numerous club projects. She also volunteered to:

• Serve at the annual Pancake Breakfast

• Obtain sponsorships from local businesses

• Collect raffl  e prizes and silent auction items

• Sell breakfast and raffl  e tickets

• Assist teachers at Clayton Elementary

• Recruit other members to volunteer

Sandy goes above and beyond to help in any way she 

can and has been a wonderful addition to the club. 
Congratulations on being chosen as 2023 Optimist 
of the Year.

Optimist Club meetings, including lunch, are held 
on the second Mondays at Sidelines Grille.  If 
Soleil residents are interested in learning more 
about the club’s projects and volunteering, attend 
any upcoming meeting. Contact Alan Lodwick, 
president, at alodwick@gmail.com (303-748-3719), 
or Ed Hill, past president, at evhilljr@yahoo.com 
(770-880-6462).

E Russ Thomas, Optimist International Board Director (far right), initiated 
LCOC’s 2023-24 Officers and Board Members (L-R): Bill Pfaeffle, Board 
Member; Sandy Smoak, Secretary; Pam Dulin, Board Member; Lenora McCrea, 
Vice President; Mary Anne Parker, Secretary; Ed Hill, Past President. Not 
pictured Alan Lodwick, President, and Kathy Keith, Board Member. (Photo by 
Valerie Hill)

E Optimists and friends give out Halloween candy at Clayton Elementary for Trunk or 
Treat. (L-R): Wayne Smoak, Linda Brent, Ginny Pallo, Sandy Smoak, Lori Poer with 
her granddaughter Adeline Poer, Valerie & Ed Hill. (Photo taken by Lincoln Loden, 
Lori’s grandson, a student at Clayton Elementary)

F Ed Hill, Past 
President, 
(right) presents 
Optimist of the 
Year plaque to 
Sandy Smoak, 
Secretary. 
(Photo by 
Valerie Hill)
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Class Dances On
By Pat Pugrant

Being able to dance is important to the line dancing and 
belly dancing classes usually taught in Soleil’s aerobics 
room. When the clubhouse closed for a week, Pat and Bob 
Pugrant moved their furniture to the walls, rolled up the 
carpet, swiff ered the fl oors and welcomed all Pat’s dance 

classes to their home.

Belly dancers joined line dancers and the balance class without missing 
a beat. On Halloween, the classes danced in costume to Halloween 
music and enjoyed delectable treats. 

E Halloween dancers at Pat Pugrant’s house. (L-R): Lucy Bosco, Jackie 
Schierer, Cathy Staller, Rose Good, Joan Werner, Brenda Gilbert, Terri 
Pesso, with Pat Pugrant in front. (Photo by Bob Pugrant)

E Belly dancers use scarves to accentuate their movements. (L-R): Cathy 
Staller, Joan Werner, and Brenda Gilbert. (Photo by Pat Pugrant–also 
dancing)

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
PIZZA KITCHEN & BAR

Located in the Publix Laurel Canyon Shopping Center

NY Style Pizza 
Sandwiches 

Calzones 
Strombolis 

Wings 
Gelato

678-880-8903
www.NinasPizzaKitchen.com 

SOLEIL 
RESIDENTS SPECIAL 

$5 OFF
Any order of $25 or more. 
(Dine in or carry out. Use code 

Soleil12. Expires 1/15/24)

Located in the Publix Laurel Canyon Shopping Center

NY Style Pizza 
Sandwiches 

1/2 OFF 
All Bottles of Wine

 Wednesday 
5–9 pm

678-880-8903

RESIDENTS SPECIAL 

Any order of 
(Dine in or carry out. Use code 

Soleil12. Expires 1/15/24)

We deliver 
to Soleil!
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Karaoke – Tribute to 
Jimmy Buffett
September 16

E Soleil gals offer their energetic rendition of Jimmy Buffett’s “Cheeseburger in 
Paradise,” part of the night’s tribute to the beloved singer/songwriter. Other 
residents performing Buffett songs included Art Heller, George Goodman, Tom 
Snipes with Mike Shaver, and Gary Gettis with backup singers Goodman, Ron 
Laird and Craig Stichtenoth. (Photo by Bev Stichtenoth)

E Bev and Craig Stichtenoth share memories of September with “Try To 
Remember” from the Broadway show “The Fantastics.” (Photo by Rob Kraus)

Abraham Lincoln
August-October

E Guest presenter Nick Nickerson shares stories about the life and presidency of 
Abraham Lincoln during his first visit to Soleil. Nick presented three lectures, one 
each month in August, September and October. (Photo by Sallie Swartz)

E Nick visits with Kathy Anderson and Mike Elliott after his presentation on John 
Wilkes Booth and Robert Todd Lincoln in September.  
(Photo by Craig Stichtenoth)
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YOUR HOME’S 

COMFORT?
Look no further than the 
caring professionals at 

Superior Indoor Comfort, Inc.

Since 1993, we have been showing our 
customers that COMFORT is more than just 

a number on your thermostat. Along with offering 
a full spectrum of services, we aspire to ensure 

your entire experience is comfortable.

Enjoy the difference of a locally owned 
and operated business.

Scan HERE to learn 
about our specials!

An Evening on 
Broadway 
October 15

The ballroom was alive with the sound of music on October 15 
when the Mike Dorough Singers presented a Broadway review. 
The performers sang timeless classics and current favorites 
spanning eight decades of musicals.  

All the music was arranged by vocal ensemble producer and 
Soleil resident, Mike Dorough. Introductions and narration provided by 
Lorraine Dorough kept the program fl owing smoothly for the enthusiastic 
audience. Members of the ensemble commented afterwards that the positive 
energy from everyone in the crowd made it a joy to sing for Soleil. 

E The Mike Dorough Singers present a Broadway review in the Soleil ballroom on 
October 15. (L-R): Soleil resident Arlene Zucker, Bill Killmeier, Jimmie Nettles and 
Anne Nettles. (Photo by Lorraine Dorough)

H The Mike Dorough 
Singers include (L-R): 
front row: Soleil 
resident Arlene Zucker, 
Anne Nettles. Back 
row: Bill Killmeier, 
Soleil resident Mike 
Dorough, Jimmie 
Nettles. (Photo by 
Lorraine Dorough)
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$10 O
F
F $5 O

F
F With the 

purchase 
of $25 or 

more.

With the 
purchase 
of $35 or 

more.
Dine-in only. Offers are not valid on Fridays and can't be combined.

770-720-4999
15 Laurel Canyon Village Circle, Suite 132 | Canton, GA 30144

Aging in... Turning 65?  Medicare Solutions

Medicare Supplements * Part D * Advantage
Income For Life    Long Term Care Solutions

Sun South Insurance
STEVE GUINESS, CSA
LICENSED - NPN679748

Certified Senior Advisor
Canton, Georgia 30114

678-575-3334

Soleil

Resident

Two Ladies Who Never Miss a Trick
By Carolyn Gehl

You’re never too old for trick or treat. On Halloween, the Tuesday Bridge Club was treated to the appearance of our good witch (Nelle Mason-
right) and her kitty cat (Aiko Seo) nonagenarians both. Aiko brought bags of Halloween treats fi lled with candy for all the players. Nelle amazed 
us all with her beautiful Witch’s Hat. All of the bridge players know— in bridge as in life—Nelle and Aiko never miss a “Trick.” The club started 
in 2008, when Soleil was still called Seasons. Players include: Nelle, Aiko, Sheryl Miner, Margie Hall, Mary Ann Ansaro, Delyse Goodwin, Pat 
Harrison, Marge Winter, Elizabeth Staylor, Judy Freeman, Carolyn Gehl and Marcia Waggoner. (Photo by Delyse Goodman) 
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230 East Main Street
Canton, GA 30114

IndulgenceJewelry.com
770-479-4834

Chromia 
Trunk Show 

December 15th & 16th

You are Invited
Inaugural Kickoff 

to the Holiday 
Savings Event
20 to 50% off20 to 50% off

(Through Dec. 31. Exclusions Apply)

HVAC system not working? 
Our experts get to the root of the problem 

without temporary fixes.

GACR110045

Have your HVAC system working 
in peak condition with no hassle. 

Call today 706-487-8300
Visit jfmaxwell.com for more info.

Top Rated Local Service—Atlanta and Surrounding Areas

$49 Service Call 
Restrictions apply. 

HVAC system not working? 
Our experts get to the root of the problem 

without temporary fixes.
Our experts get to the root of the problem 

without temporary fixes.
Our experts get to the root of the problem 

Georgia Residential Mortgage Licensee No. #44082; Originator License # 29273 ©2023 Longbridge Financial, LLC
NMLS# 957935. 1 International Blvd., Suite 900, Mahwah, New Jersey 07495. 1-855-523-4326. For licensing information,
go to: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. For additional Longbridge licensing and disclosures, please visit:
https://longbridge-financial.com/licensing. Not all products and options are available in all states. Terms subject to
change without notice. Certain conditions and fees apply. This is not a loan commitment. All loans subject to approval.p

House Hunting?
Time to Make a Move?

Give you the advantage when presenting your offer to a selling
agent and seller, especially in today's competitive market.
Catch any potential credit or asset issues prior to writing a contract
or risking any earnest money deposits.

Help expedite your loan closing process.

NMLS #957935

mmauldin@longbridge-financial.com
(551) 264-5036 (Office)

NMLS #268066

Mark Maudlin
(678) 283-7057 (Cell)

Now may be the perfect time to make a move!
Contact me today to learn more: (678) 283-7057

Branch Office: 137 E. Morgan Street Unit A, Clarksville, GA 30523. Branch NMLS #2474486.
This material has not been reviewed, approved or issued by HUD, FHA or any government agency. The company is
not affiliated with or acting on behalf of or at the direction of HUD/FHA or any other government agency.

A pre-approval is a conditional customer approval which means a lender has
looked at most of the required supporting documentation for your loan upfront.
It's a quick process and of no cost to you - it's good for 60 days and can be
updated if needed! Having pre-approval can:

The Reverse for Purchase
Did you know a reverse mortgage can be used to buy a new home? This
retirement solution can help you boost your cash flow post-purchase or
increase your buying power to get the home you really want.

Get Pre-Approved!
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E The ballroom bustles with activity as residents and guests explore a holiday array of arts 
and crafts offered by our creative Soleil neighbors. The event netted a $245 donation to the 
American Cancer Society from vendor registration.Arts & Crafts Fair

November 4
Photos by Craig Stichtenoth

ERena Peppers (left) visits with 
exhibitor Marlene Caracalas.

EEvent organizer Micki Farley chats 
with visitors at her display of 
handmade greeting cards.

ESally Carder and Josie Vangrov are 
all smiles behind their table of festive 
seasonal gifts.

E Arlene Hobbs is joined by her 
daughter, Lindsey, in her booth 
displaying beautiful handmade angels 
and much more.

E Sallie Shahid and her daughter Kathleen delight visitors with Sallie’s striking 
handmade folded fabric ornaments.

E Anne Owens, Liz Balak and Brenda Watson (L-R) admire the beautiful 
holiday trees created by Chieko Melcher (gold sweater) with Soleil 
resident Yuki Aley. 



Soleil Laurel Canyon  //  www.soleilatlaurelcanyon.com 33

SOME OF JIM’S RECENT SOLEIL SALES

Jim Hunter

Jim@Over55Atlanta.com

www.Over55Atlanta.com

678-662-5994

REALTOR

Real Estate Market Insider

& Soleil Resident

WORK WITH JIM HUNTER, AN ACTIVE ADULT REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

102 Big Meadows—Sold in 1 week

104 Woodsdale Dr.—Active Listing

211 Laurel Creek Ct.
Under contract in1 day

3 new listing coming soon!

IMPECCABLE SERVICE AT VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.

Homes are still selling and I have 

buyers looking. Planning on moving? 

Call Me! I can help with the transition.

Tired of seeing so many 
DIFFERENT VENDORS

driving through our 
neighborhood? 

How do you know which 
vendor is TRUSTED? 
Which is INSURED?

Is there a place to find 
out which vendors OUR 
NEIGHBORS PREFER?We Verify And Highlight Our Neighborhood’s 

PREFERRED, REFERRED, TRUSTED AND INSURED VENDORS 
For Our Most Common Homeowner Needs.

  By popular demand - a new service from KDA & Tlehs to help
 protect and add value to our Neighborhood:

Our 
Front Porch 
Verified

Look no further!
Our Front Porch Verified

has the answers for you.
Look for the Our Front Porch Verified badge

 in our neighborhood newsletter
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Spanish Paella 
Dinner 
September 26 

For our September 26th Soleil Cooking 
Club Dinner we had a traditional 
Spanish meal including Sangria, 
Gazpacho and Paella with a scattering of appetizers and side dishes. 
The Paella was a recipe from members Rob Kraus and Don Converse. 

Last summer they toured Spain and brought these recipes home. They were our 
“Chefs” for the meal. They gave a video presentation of the “History and Culture 
of Paella” before the meal.

H Chuck Surdi (left) and 
Bill McCreary prepare 
the Paella before cooking 
with Steve Goldstein 
(right) directing. (Photo 
by George Goodman)

E Rob Kraus (no apron) reviews the finished Paella in skillets. 
(L-R): Gary Selden, Ed Hill, Richard Cheap and George 
Goodman add the final touches. (Photo by Bob Abroms)

E Clockwise from left: Neil DuBry, Gary Selden (serving), Jay Barnes, Chris Garbow, 
Gene Arnold and Alex Capocci. In addition to the Paella in the center of the table, 
Sangria and Gazpacho accompany at each setting. (Photo by Greg Adamovsky)

Low Country 
Shrimp Boil 
Spousal Event
October 24
Photos by Rob Kraus

E Joe Simpson, from Four Seasons Culinary Club (maroon chef coat) is 
the Guest Chef for the night’s cooking event. The Low Country Shrimp 
Boil is one of Joe’s specialties. (L-R): Lee & George Goodman, Joe 
Simpson, George & Beth Horack.

E Between the Guest Chef, Hosts and Team Leads, these are the guys 
that pulled off a successful Low Country Shrimp Boil for the Soleil 
Cooking Club October 2023 Spousal event. (L-R): Hosts: Ray Lorenzi 
and Craig Vandenberg. Team Leads: Gary Brooks, Phil Walsh, George 
Horack, Chuck Surdi, Jeff Pawlik. Guest Chef: Joe Simpson. Team 
Lead: Dan Rooney. Host: Dave Poer.
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Cornhole Tournament
October 18

E The winners! (L-R): Second place: Scott Trevathan & Chuck Nochta. First 
place: Jim Thomas & Bill Healey. (Photo by Brenda Holmes)

E Competitors and observers watch closely as one contestant lets a beanbag 
fly. (Photo by Martha Crockett)

E Soleil’s Lifestyle Directors Judy Fauver and Brenda Holmes join in the fun. 
(Photo by Martha Crockett)

Y O U R  S P O N S O R S

D I D  Y O U  K N O W…

The sponsors in this publication help make 
designing, printing, and delivery possible 

for your community! Without their advertising, 
this publication would be more costly for the HOA 
to provide to the community. Show some support 
and visit one of the sponsors in this publication!

SUPPORT 

MORE COLOR, 

MORE CONTENT, 

DIGITAL EDITIONS 
TOO!

5875 Peachtree Industrial Blvd #160, Norcross, GA 30092   
770.623.6220    |     www.ourfrontporch.net

FrontFront
OurOur

  Porch  Porch
BY
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The War of the Worlds
October 8

E Director Wendell Henry (right) welcomes the audience to the “studios” of radio 
station WSRT where his production of “The War of the Worlds” is about to begin. 
Pointing to the applause sign, he instructs the audience as to their role in the play. 
The radio actors behind Wendell are doing a final review of the script.
 (Photo by Craig Stichtenoth)

E The cast of SRT’s “The War of The Worlds” include (L-R): Kathy Geroski, Dayle 
Geroski, Chuck Lampman (off-stage sound effects), Janelle Walker, Jeff Pawlik, 
Steven Jones. (Photo by Dick Slaats)

E The production of “The War of the Worlds” is underway with four of the actors 
(L-R): Kathy Geroski, Dayle Geroski, Janelle Walker, Steve Pawlik at their 
microphones, while Steven Jones is waiting for his next speaking part to come up 
in the script. (Photo by Craig Stichtenoth)
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A View into the 
Lives of our Soleil 
Veterans
By Helen Ford  •  Photos by Dick Slaats

Just before Veterans Day, the Soleil Residents Theater 
proudly presented “A View into the Lives of our 
Soleil Veterans.” Interviewer Helen Ford explored the 
military experiences of Linda Boisvert (Navy), Jerry 
Boisvert (Air Force) and Jim Kenton, (Army). 

Representing three service branches, active and reserve duty, 
the interviewees each shared their experiences which included 
flying helicopters, engineering airplanes, Vietnam tours, 
Intelligence assignments, Hurricane chasing and much more. 
The audience was visibly engaged.

For years, Linda Boisvert worked as a civilian for the Air Force 
supporting the missions of the Hurricane Chasers Squadron. 
Then she joined the Navy Reserves, assigned to Intelligence, 
where she served for ten years. Linda said joining the Navy 
Reserves was “a natural fit” for her since her husband was in 
the Air Force Reserves, and she had a chance to work with so 
many intelligent, skilled co-reservists. 

Jerry joined the Air Force after high school and created an 
exciting 35-year career. He was trained first to be a mechanic 
of the C-130 airplanes and then to be a Flight Engineer. After 
a decade of active duty, he joined the Air Force Reserves. Both 
his military positions and those as a civilian were interesting 
and increasingly challenging. He trained Flight Engineers 
for the C-130, was a Hurricane Chaser and worked as an 
Airworthiness Inspector for the Federal Aviation Authority. 
His last position was in Saudi Arabia as an Airworthiness 
Inspector for the United Nations.

After completing his college degree and ROTC training, 
Jim Kenton joined the Army—a long-time goal. After Basic 
training, he learned to pilot Huey helicopters prior to being 
sent to Vietnam. There he also learned to fly the Cobra 
helicopter and participated in the Tet Offensive. After a 
second tour in Vietnam and completing 20 years of service, 
he retired. He then became a Corporate Pilot until his “real” 
retirement in Soleil in 2007. 

The SRT is grateful to each of these Veterans for sharing his/
her military experience with the community. We are also 
appreciative of the service that all Veterans have given to us 
and to our country. Thank you!

E Jerry Boisvert (with his arm pointing at the slide above) explains that the image shows him being 
thoroughly hosed down—an old Air Force tradition for the retiree on the last day of his service.

E November 5 SRT features interviews by Helen Ford of three Soleil veterans. (L-R): Linda Boisvert 
(Navy), Helen Ford (Interviewer), Jim Kenton (Army) and Jerry Boisvert (Air Force).

H Ed Kuester, President 
of the Soleil Residents 
Theater, presents 
donations from the 
Veteran’s interviews to 
Tom Wise, President of 
the Soleil Veterans Club. 
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Great Weather = Great Golf
Article by Dwight Kees  •  Photos by Tom Snipes

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP

The annual two-day LCMGA event kicked 
off  September 12 with a day-one fi eld of 71 
players each vying for trophies, cash and most 
importantly, bragging rights for the coming 
season.

The day was punctuated by play fi tting a 
championship as 29 players combined to record 
a total of 52 birdies and two eagles. On top of 
that, 15 players shot net par or better.

In the Masters fl ight, defending two-time 
champion Alan Keller was denied the 
“threepeat” when Greg Cornish bettered his 
round-one performance by two strokes allowing 
him to move from eighth place into the top spot.

Turning to the Champions Flight, three players 
turned the two days into a real tussle. At the 
completion of day one, Danny Dunlap, Pete 
Thayer and Steve Janes were within 2 gross 
strokes of each other. When the dust settled on 

day two and handicaps were applied, Danny was 
the repeat champion with Pete and Steve taking 
the next two slots. As an aside, Pete was the #2 
fi nisher last year in the Masters division.

Scott Cameron’s solid consistency allowed him 
to post the net lead after each round and that 
put the fi rst-place Legends trophy on his mantle. 

MASTERS FLIGHT NET SCORES

Greg Cornish 144

Jim Pefi nis 145

Michael Kohl 147

Alan Bernhardt 147

Jay Barber  147

Barry Compton 148

Alan Keller 148

CHAMPIONS FLIGHT NET SCORES

Danny Dunlap 138

Pete Thayer 147

Steve Janes 148

Joe Simpson 148

John Tingle 148

Dwight Kees 149

Rollie Hickman 150

LEGENDS FLIGHT NET SCORES

Scott Cameron 143

Dale Johnson 146

Ray Rauba  148

Lamar Gilmore 149

John Mosier 150

Jay Burnworth 150

Frank Murphy 151

E Jim Pefinis–2023 Club Champion low gross winner–hits his 3-hybrid club for his second shot on the par 5, #11 hole 
at Fairways of Canton. His next shots were on target and par was made.
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Players demonstrating superior driving accuracy 
on the par 3 holes on day one were Dale 
Johnson, Frank Reagan, Ray Rauba and Michael 
Gandy. The day-two sharpshooters were Greg 
Cornish, Steve Jensen, Steven Reece and Pete 
Thayer.

The best gross scores for both rounds were 
turned in by Jim Pefinis 149–Masters; Danny 
Dunlap and Steve Janes 170–Champions; and 
Dale Johnson 184–Legends.

Steve Jensen coordinated this event with John 
Mathis and Ray Rauba serving as hosts.

LAUREL CANYON CUP 

This annual two-day team competition was held 
October 10 and 12. The popular event features 
a modified Ryder Cup style format with two 
teams, each consisting of 22 players. The players 
are chosen by team captains from a field of 
44 whose eligibility was determined by points 
accumulated throughout the year. 

Team captains this year were Barry Compton 
and Michael Kohl representing Team Blue with 
Danny Dunlap and Joe Tollus steering Team 
Red.

After two styles of match play on day one, Team 
Blue held a solid 13.5 points to Team Red’s 8.5 
lead. Some may recall that last year, Team Blue 
(also co-captained by Barry) held the lead after 
day one only to have Team Red mount a furious 
charge for the victory on day two.

This year Barry got his revenge and Michael was 
handed a birthday present as Team Blue held on 
in the day-two individual match play portion to 
post a winning score of 25.5 points to 18, thus 
ending Team Red’s three-year victory streak.

A hearty shout-out to Steve Jensen for 
coordinating this event and the players for a 
great display of golf.

Hit ’em straight and not too many.

E Winners of the 2023 Club championship (L-R): Masters flight–Greg Cornish; Champions flight–Danny Dunlap; 
Legends flight–Scott Cameron.

E The Laurel Canyon Cup winners—the Blue Team. (L-R) seated: Mike Kohl (left) and Barry Compton. Standing, 
first row: Joe Simpson, John Moser, Doug Tinsley, Dennis Burnette, Mark Spezzano, Jim Harvey, Greg Jensen, Jeff 
Moore, Dwight Kees, Bill Tidwell. Second row: James Bishop, Jim Loadwick, Steve Reece, Brian Dyer, Tom Sawyer, 
Fred Meyers. Back row: Frank Regan, George Lawrance, Dave Brackett, Doug Lockrem. 
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E Delane Cope from Northside Hospital accepts a check for over $13,000 from Jacki 
Wickersham and tournament chair Bonny Lockrem to benefit Cherokee County 
women battling cancer. 

E Charlotte Loadwick is crowned Club 
Champion for an unprecedented 5th 
time! 

E Fine-feathered Brenda Kees was 
most improved golfer for 2023.

LGA’s 2023 Season Ends
Article & Photos by Bonnie Johnson

The LGA 
season 
is in the 
books and 
the ladies 

celebrated the year with 
a luncheon at Stratus 
on a crisp November 1 
afternoon. 

Incoming officers and 
committee chairs were 
announced: President 
Sharon Jenson, Vice 
President Paula Hardy, 
Secretary/Treasurer Susan 
Jarvis, Rules Chair Teresa 
Ratteree, Tournament/
Social Chair Angie Kurzen 
and Colette Sanders as 
Games Chair.

Our most improved golfer 
was Brenda Kees who lowered her handicap by 4 strokes. Outgoing president 
Charlotte Loadwick was presented with a well-deserved thank-you gift and a 
dozen red roses. We weren’t quite finished with Charlotte as she was named 
the Club Champion for the fifth time! The luncheon also featured a raffle 
orchestrated by Angie Kurzen where everyone won a prize! 

While not an LGA 
sponsored event, Bonny 
Lockrem and her hard-
working committee 
comprised of LGA 
members hosted a 
fabulously successful 
Breast Cancer tournament 
in October resulting 
in a $13,616.00 check 
presented to Northside 
Hospital. This money will 
be used exclusively in 
Cherokee County and will 
provide over a hundred 
mammograms to needy 
women.

Last but certainly not 
least, the renowned 
“Golfettes”—Teresa 

Moore, Heidi Martin, 
Darlene Brannon and Karen 

Barber—performed “Let’s All Go Down to the Golf Course,” “Waisting Away 
in La-La Land” and “Puttin’ On My Golfin’ Shoes” to the laughs and cheers 
of the crowd.

Sadly, all good things must come to an end and so does our season. We 
eagerly await next spring when we’ll do it all again.

E The “movin’ and groovin’” Golfettes Darlene Brannon, Teresa Moore, Heidi Martin and Karen 
Barber put on a great show.
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Motivational Quotes from 
Elaine LaLanne
Elaine LaLanne, First Lady of Fitness and 97-year-old widow of Fitness Guru Jack LaLanne says:

“If you don’t move, you become immovable.”

“Anything in life is possible if you make it happen.”

“Exercise is King. Nutrition is Queen. Put them together and you have a kingdom.”

“Twenty minutes a day gets me on my way.”

E Many residents take “moving” to 
heart using the several miles of 
natural trails that meander through 
the woods of Soleil, like this one that 
runs behind the homes on Laurel 
Ridge, down the hill from Fairways 
of Canton’s 2nd tee, before the first 
small bridge. 
(Photo by Joe Nicholson)

SOLEIL LIVINGGINA’S FITNESS TIP
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Racquet Club Celebrates 2023
September 29
Photos by Sallie Swartz

E Tom Cobb leads a large crowd on the dance floor

E Party planners for this big event were (L-R) master of ceremonies Mike 
Rainwater, Racquet Club Director Tom Cobb, Donna Graham, Barbara 
Blaschke and Chuck Lampman.  

E Les Marmatons’ Gary Blouse serves the main course to Gloria and Arnie 
Kornblum and Charlie O’Mahoney.

E Donna Graham presents a door prize to an elated Beverly Cavazos.  

E A large kitchen crew comprised of members of Les Marmatons prepared and 
served dinner for the party guests.  L-R: Doug Connor, Gary Blouse, Greg 
Cornish, Richard Cheap, Mike Hanley, Ron Laird, Wendell Henry, Gene Arnold, 
Dayle Geroski, Ullman Garrett, Jim Carver, Jack Jolin, Michael Golub and 
George Horack.  
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HOA Dues
Where Does The Money Go?
By Lou Knight

Soleil residents pay $1,203 per quarter, 
$401 a month, or $13.18 a day for 
resort living and beautiful amenities. 
Sometimes people wonder how that 
money is distributed. 

The largest piece of the pie, 42%, is Homeowner 
Direct Expenses. This includes items that affect 
homeowners personally:

• Alarm systems

• Cable

• Landscaping & Lawn Care

• Pine straw

• Trash

The second largest piece is Daily Common Area 
Expenses, which takes 19.2% of the budget. These 
items are for the greater good and include things 
like:

• Landscaping & Lawn Care

• Hiking trails

• Streetlights

• Irrigation

• Fountain

• Guardhouse/personnel

• Shared parkway expenses

The other 38.8% is divided among daily 
management/administration, funding for capital 
reserves and clubhouse/recreation areas. Soleil 
is fortunate to have a Board of Directors whose 
members take their responsibilities seriously and 
are committed to keeping Soleil the best it can 
be. And residents get all of this for $13.18 a day.

*Taken from the Soleil owner’s website *HOA/Board 
(in left menu)/Annual Budget/Budget Presentation/
Page 3. For detailed information look under the 
Audits, Financial Reports and Annual Budgets option 
on the left menu. 

E Pie chart created by Lou Knight.
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SLC93N | TAA/C & Heating
Anytime Heating & Cooling, Inc. 678-606-9020
Clark's Heating and Air 678-379-2665
Dayco Systems 770-919-9509
Jape Services 404-282-7887
JF Maxwell Heating & Air 678-935-0505
Neese Heating and Cooling 678-856-4785
Panacea Plumbing 404-644-7549
Shumate Air Conditioning & Heating 678-584-0880
Superior Indoor Comfort 770-664-9098
Zen Air 678-883-7868

Accountants
Signature Accounting Services, LLC. 770-975-1609

Active Adult Community
Holbrook/Dogwood Forest 404-445-7777
Vickery Rose Senior Living 470-550-5200

Assisted Living
Manor Lake BridgeMill 678-990-5055
Rock Creek Manor 678-454-2600
The Arbor at Bridgemill 770-545-6736
Varenita of West Cobb 470-750-3500

Auto Detailing
Polished Peach Car Wash 770-592-8102

Banking
Credit Union of Georgia 678-486-1111

Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling
InDesign Kitchen & Bath 770-865-3632

Bathtub & Ceramic Tile Repair
Unique Refinishers 770-945-0072

Cabinetry
Cabinet Buyers Outlet 706-972-4480

Cleaning Services
House Cleaning Specialist, Inc 770-975-4995

Concrete Leveling
Advance Concrete Lifting & Leveling 678-208-3426

Consignment
Finders Keepers 404-377-1944
Uptown Cheapskate-Cumming 770-844-7600
Uptown Cheapskate-East Cobb 770-999-1967
Uptown Cheapskate-Johns Creek 770-495-1515

Dance Studio
CK DanceWorks, Inc. & CK Yoga 770-975-7298

Dentist
Acworth Dental 770-974-4146
BridgeMill Dentistry (Scott Merritt, DMD) 770-704-1812
Distinctive Dentistry 770-445-6606
Esthetic Dental Solutions 678-352-1333
Family Dentistry at Seven Hills 678-574-4837
Northpoint Dental 678-274-6987
Roswell Dental Care 470-288-1363
Swords & Phelps Dentistry 770-479-3713

Design & Build Services
HammerSmith, Inc. 404-377-1021

Doors
EntryPoint Doors & Windows 770-904-0094
Park Avenue Entries 770-622-0554

Electrical Service
Arc Angel Electric Corp 470-239-5568
Mr. Electric of Atlanta-Mr. Rooter 770-285-5700
Mr. Electric of Canton 678-408-7174
Rocket Electric 770-288-5855
ServiceWise Electric, LLC 404-704-4903
Shumate Electrical Services 678-584-0880

Eye Care
Georgia Eye Partners/OPAL Aesthetics 404-383-0956

Flooring
All Floors Center 404-610-9344

Funeral Homes
In Their Honor of Jasper Funerals &
Cremations

706-253-5060
Garage Doors

Platinum Overhead Door 678-329-3100
Garbage & Recycling Service

The Bin Brigade 404-913-5033
Golf Equipment & Supplies

Golf Cars of Canton 678-880-1156
Government

DeKalb County Board of Commissioners-
District 7

404-371-2899
Handyman

Happy Handyman LLC 770-685-8421
Shumate Handyman Services 678-584-0880

Home Builder
Stonecrest Works 404-734-8881

Home Furnishings
ARIANA Home Furnishings & Design 678-807-7422

Home Improvements
GHIR Construction 404-922-7379

Hospital
Northeast Georgia Medical Center 770-214-4492

Insurance
Allstate Insurance Nancy Wells 404-452-5066
State Farm-Matt Cresap 770-982-0064
The Upton Agency 770-361-6570

Kitchen
Housley Enterprises, Inc 678-546-2276

Landscaping
Stone Edge Landscapes 678-421-4763

Medical Clinic
Prestige Medical Group 706-692-9768
SOLUTIONS Pain & Spine Doctors 470-275-3626

Mortgages
Movement Mortgage 404-394-6738

Nursery
Autumn Hill Nursery 770-442-3901

Painting
360 Painting 770-213-5071
Chris Brown Painting & Home Repair 770-323-3148
Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting 770-346-0203
Red Oak Painting 678-800-6533
Verge Painting and Siding 678-331-1102

Performing Arts
Schwartz Center For Performing Arts 404-727-8769

Personal Trainers
The Dog Wizard 678-748-3231

Pest Control
Breda Pest Management 770-466-6700
Legacy Pest Control 770-423-0160

Plumbing
Bryan Plumbing Services 770-826-5277
Mr. Rooter of Atlanta 470-202-8178
Plumb 'N' Plumber 678-725-0042
Serv'all Plumbing & Rooter Service 770-917-1852
Shumate Plumbing Services 678-584-0880

Pre-Schools & Kindergarten
Omega Learning Center-Acworth 770-792-7431
Primrose School of Acworth Bentwater 770-529-3925

Propane Service
Gas Incorporated 770-720-1378
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Chris Brown Painting & Home Repair 770-323-3148
Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting 770-346-0203
Red Oak Painting 678-800-6533
Verge Painting and Siding 678-331-1102

Performing Arts
Schwartz Center For Performing Arts 404-727-8769

Personal Trainers
The Dog Wizard 678-748-3231

Pest Control
Breda Pest Management 770-466-6700
Legacy Pest Control 770-423-0160

Plumbing
Bryan Plumbing Services 770-826-5277
Mr. Rooter of Atlanta 470-202-8178
Plumb 'N' Plumber 678-725-0042
Serv'all Plumbing & Rooter Service 770-917-1852
Shumate Plumbing Services 678-584-0880

Pre-Schools & Kindergarten
Omega Learning Center-Acworth 770-792-7431
Primrose School of Acworth Bentwater 770-529-3925

Propane Service
Gas Incorporated 770-720-1378

Real Estate
Ansley Atlanta Real Estate-Jody Tirone 404-451-3125
Atlanta Communities-Carl Hawthorne 404-403-1789
Atlanta Communities-Elizabeth Martin 678-373-9342
Atlanta Communities-Jennifer and Associates 770-403-5639
Century 21-K & L Team Thompson & Dilworth 770-235-4581
Coldwell Banker-Sherry Warner 404-784-8848
Compass Realty-Gipson and Co. 404-405-5363
Compass Realty-Natalie Gregory Team 404-373-0076
Cory & Co. Realty 404-564-5561
Georgia Real Estate Depot-Nix 770-401-4932
Harry Norman Realtors-Pam Hughes 404-626-3604
JW Collection Brokers LLC-Oslund 678-321-4211
Keller Williams Realty-Cynthia Baer 678-358-3369
Keller Williams-Linda Jacobs 770-337-2006
Keller Williams-Williams 678-780-7556
Park Realty-John Morgan & Drew Jackson 877-249-8533
Remax Around Atlanta-Falkin 770-330-2374
Remax-Heerema 770-238-6759
Robin Martin and Associates 678-665-0202

Remodeling
GCI Basements 404-569-8794
Serv'all Plumbing-Remodeling 770-917-1852

Restaurants
Cactus Cantina 470-207-8341
Corridor Publishing (Taste of 575) 540-273-8809
Kaldi's Coffee 404-727-0405
Luna Maya 770-720-4999
Norsan Restaurant Group 678-878-2513

Roofing
Atlanta Roofing Specialists 770-419-2222
Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting 770-346-0203

Schools-Private
Atlanta Academy 678-461-6102
King's Ridge Christian School 770-754-5738
McGinnis Woods Country Day School 770-664-7764
The Friends School of Atlanta 404-373-8746
Woodward Academy 404-765-4001

Security Systems
Classic Entry Systems 678-330-1111

Skin Care
dermani MEDSPA - East Cobb (Marietta) 678-909-1735
The Beauty Barn 678-824-5466

Spa
Reve Aesthetics Medspa 678-447-0801

Water Heaters
Serv'all Plumbing-Water Heaters 770-917-1852

Window Replacement
Davis Window & Door 770-279-0905
EntryPoint Doors & Windows 770-904-0094
North Georgia Replacement Windows, Inc. 770-888-1604
Visionaire Windows 404-543-9306
Window Traditions of Georgia 678-672-1963

The following are sponsors* in other community newsletters, published 
by Our Front Porch. BOLD LISTINGS have an advertisement in this 
publication. (*Included sponsors hav met purchase criteria.)



FULLY INSURED

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

770-314-4202
ZENSCAPESINC.COM

ZENSCAPESINC.@FacebookZENSCAPESINC

SPECIALIZING IN: 

• Retaining Walls 

• Walkways

• Flagstone And Paver Patios

• Dry Creek Beds

• Drainage Solutions

• Irrigation System 

• Repairs And Upgrades

• Landscape Design 
And Installation

• Landscape Lighting

• Award Winning 

• Landscapes

• Boulder Beds

• Tree Removal

• Clean-Ups

• Core Aeration

• Sanding And Seeding



205 Waleska Rd. Ste 2A, Canton GA 30114
INFO@SwordsPhelpsDentistry.com
www.SwordsPhelpsDentistry.com

770-479-3713

WHEREExperience
ExcellenceMEETS




