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Brenda Laird 
770-377-7714
770-720-1400

Cammy Strickland
770-871-5827
770-720-1400

Soleil Resident, Senior Real Estate Specialist, 
and your Soleil Specialist since 2007.Top 2% BHHS Agents Worldwide

422 Laurel Spring Ct.
$519,000

Dalton | 2BR/2BA
Office, Sunroom, Screened Porch, 

Fenced Backyard

308 Tree Top Lane
$455,000

Cleveland (Cottage) | 2BR/2.5BA
Office, Loft, Covered Patio

418 Laurel Spring Ct. 
$459,000

Ambrose | 2BR/2BA  
Office 

314 Pepperwood Way
$549,900

Emerson | 2BR/2BA/Office
Enclosed Porch, Private Backyard

223 Misty View 
$462,000

Cleveland (Cottage) | 2BR/2.5 BA
Office, Loft

Georgia Properties

UNDER CONTRACT
NEW PRICE

Golf Course Lot

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD
AMAZING PRICE

650 Hemlock Trail
$437,000

Ambrose | 2BR/2BA 
Office, Screened Porch, Private Backyard

500 Appalachian Woods Dr. 
$465,000

Indigo(Pansy) | 3BR/2BA 
Screened Porch, Golf Course Lot

117 Laurel View
$550,000

Emerson | 2BR/2BA
Office, Enclosed Porch, Fenced Backyard

SOLD SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

405 Laurel Spring Ct.
$795,000

Mansfield | 4BR/3BA 
Sunroom, Finished Terrace Level

Private Backyard

422 Windy Ridge Way
$550,000

Emerson | 2BR/2BA 
Office, Enclosed Heated and Cooled Porch, 

Covered Patio, Fenced Backyard

UNDER CONTRACT
NEW PRICE

SOLD

705 Springer Mountain Dr.
$595,000

Thistle (Magnolia) | 3BR/3.5BA  
Office, Golf Course Lot

505 Appalachian Woods Dr.
$539,000

Emerson | 2BR/2BA 
Office, Enclosed Porch, Private Yard

110 Mountain Laurel Ct. 
$789,000

Trenton | 3BR/3.5BA 
Office, Enclosed Heated &   

Cooled Porch

221 Aster Ct.
$669,000

Sunflower (Goldenrod) | 3BR/3BA 
Office, Study, Finished Basement

Golf Course Lot
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Digital copies of Soleil Living are now available on the Soleil website.
Go to: Resident Resources > Soleil Living Magazine

 Security/ Gatehouse 
770-224-6165

Racquet Club 
Tom Cobb  

Racquet Club Director
770-479-6482 

tecobb@windstream.net

 Warranty Issues 
Jeff Cornwell  
jeff.cornwell@

pmcommunities.com  
or 404-557-7320

 Russell Landscape 
www.russelllandscape.

com/soleil

Fitness Director 
Gina Beckwith  

678-493-5710 ext 14 
SoleilFitness@outlook.com

Cherokee County  
Emergency Alerts

To receive emergency  
alerts sign up at:

cherokeega-ema.org 
/codered

Soleil Living is a publication of Front Porch Atlanta. Subject matter published is the opinion of the author and does 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the publisher of this newsletter. Professional advice should be obtained before 
making any decision in which a professional is readily available. Advertisers assume responsibility for the content of 
the ads placed in this publication. Material published may not be reproduced without the written permission of Front 
Porch Atlanta.

The contents of this newsletter are provided for the members of the Soleil Laurel Canyon neighborhood as a courtesy 
only.  No representations are made as to information presented, the quality of the goods or services advertised, or the 
veracity of the statements relating to the goods and services. The printing of opinions, information or advertisements 
does not constitute an endorsement by the neighborhood of such opinions, information, goods or services.

CONTACT US TODAY
770-623-6220

info@frontporchatlanta.com

CONTACTS

A low layer of fog blankets 
homes on Laurel Lookout Hills 
and portions of the neighboring 
golf course amid the warm 
glow of a spring Soleil sunrise. 
Photo by Soleil resident  
Penny James 

 Soleil Laurel Canyon  
Board Of Directors 

Judy DiBernardo (President)
Richard Cheap (Vice-President)

Bill Healey (Treasurer)
Charlie O’Mahoney (Secretary)

Mary Beth Burnette, Jean Desvernine &
John Nettuno (Members at Large)

Soleil Laurel Canyon Clubhouse Staff
Krista Kugelman, General Manager 

generalmanagersoleil@heritageproperty.com

Kirsti Zell, Administrative Assistant 
adminsoleil@heritageproperty.com

Judy Fauver, Lifestyle Director 
lifestyledirectorsoleiljudy@heritageproperty.com

Brenda Holmes, Lifestyle Director 
lifestyledirectorsoleilbrenda@heritageproperty.com

Clubhouse Office 

678-493-5710
Onsite Monday-Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Heritage Property After Hours Customer Care 
770-451-8171 

Follow the prompts for Emergency Service, which is #9

Table of Contents
Veterans Ladies Auxiliary ..........................................................................................4

Welcome New Residents ...........................................................................................4

Club Meet & Greet .......................................................................................................6

Optimist Club ................................................................................................................8

Spring Birds ................................................................................................................ 10

Easter Sunrise Service ............................................................................................. 12

Health & Wellness ..................................................................................................... 13

Fun Facts about Folks .............................................................................................. 14

Garden Club ................................................................................................................ 16

Arts & Crafts Spring Show ....................................................................................... 18

Fashion Show .............................................................................................................20

Ballroom Blitz .............................................................................................................22

Drive-Thru Donuts .....................................................................................................26

Poetic Musings...........................................................................................................26

Four Seasons Culinary Club ....................................................................................28

Soleil Cooking Club .................................................................................................. 30

History Hike ................................................................................................................ 31

Cornhole Glow-in-the-Dark Tournament ...............................................................32

Dance ...........................................................................................................................33

Gina’s Fitness Tip.......................................................................................................33

Racquet Club ..............................................................................................................34

Ladies Golf Association ........................................................................................... 35

Laurel Canyon Men’s Golf Association ..................................................................36

Soleil Living Staff
Martha Crockett, Editor

Lou Knight, Assistant Editor
Craig Stichtenoth, Photo Editor

Chastaine Kendrick, Assistant Photo Editor

ATLANTA



Soleil Living  //  June 20254

 Water & Sewer 
City of Canton Water  

& Sewer Division
110 Academy Street
Canton, GA 30114

770-704-1502
Emergency: 770-479-2392

Garbage & Recycling 
Waste Management

404-794-6707
Waste Management Bulk Trash Pickup

$75 per item  •  888-964-9730
Canton Bulk Trash Pickup

Free  •  770-720-7674

Electric 
Georgia Power

1037 Marietta Highway
Canton,GA 30114

24-hour: 888-660-5890

 Internet 
Windstream
770-479-2000

Comcast  
800-934-6489 (Xfinity) 

800-391-3000 (Bulk Customer Service)

Cable 
800-266-2278 (Comcast)  
or 800-934-6489 (Xfinity)

When the prompts start, say “Bulk Service 
Agreement.” Tell the customer service rep you 

live in Soleil Laurel Canyon and give them 
your address.

Alarm 
EMC Security
770-963-0305

Emergency: 833-700-0294

Locate Utilities 
Call 811

http://georgia811.com

SERVICE 
PROVIDERS

Welcome to Soleil!
Please join us in welcoming the  
following new Soleil residents:

Name Address  

Joanne Hood 117 Laurel View

Katie & Billy Willis 314 Pepperwood Way

Gail Hanley & Steve Tuttle 500 Appalachian Woods Drive

Gina Ranaldi 308 Tree Top Lane

Nancy & Bill Rose 104 Big Meadows Drive

KJ Beavers 650 Hemlock Trail

E Ladies Auxiliary of the Soleil Veterans Club donate items for a Springtime Special for homeless women 
veterans. (L-R): Maureen Edick, Kathy Jones, Dorothy Greer, Terry Deloney, Marci Zied, Pam Camp, 
Erika Read, Judy Wise. (Photo by Pat Pugrant)

A Different Way to Recycle
 

Are you a habitual recycler of Soleil Living magazine?  
If you don’t plan to keep this issue, please drop it by 

the clubhouse office for use in the Board’s  
marketing efforts. 

Springtime Donation 
for Homeless Women 
Veterans
April 8

June 2025

ADVERTISE IN LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWSLETTERS!

( 7 70)623-6220  |   in fo@frontporchat lanta .com
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MY SERVICES
Over 
60 Homes  
sold in 
Soleil

JIM HUNTER

www.Over55Atlanta.com  |  Jim@Over55Atlanta.com  |  678-662-5994

A Soleil Resident for over 10 years

The #1 Brokerage in Cherokee County

Featured Listing  | 201 Aster Court

UNDER CONTRACT

Along with our full service Real Estate  
services helping buyers find their perfect 
home and Sellers transition to their next 
home, we have trusted partners that  
can assist in estate sales, moving,  
storage solutions, and helping you find  
your next home.

If you are looking for a home here  
in Soleil, give me a call and let me  
help you find the right home.
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SOLEIL LIVING

Annual Club Meet & Greet
April 30

The clubs and groups pictured on this page are just a small sampling of those represented. See Soleil’s Resident Website for more club information. 

E Jo Esman (left) visits with Jo Lazwell and Joyce 
Verseput (seated) at the Lady Bug Quilters table as 
Donna Dillon looks on from the adjacent Paper Dolls 
table. (Photo by Martha Crockett)

E Robin Wilson and Bill Schmidt (seated) man the Soleil 
Railroaders Club display, while fellow Railroader 
Wendell Henry (right) chats with Tim Carrera. 
(Photo by Craig Stichtenoth)

E Past president Tom Wise (left) and current 
president Cliff Asbury (right) are joined by veteran 
Bill Pfaeffle at the Veterans Club table. (Photo by 
Sandy Schnee)

E Kathy Wolfram, Jane Gandy and Kathy Schevling 
(L-R) stand ready to answer questions at the Health & 
Wellness Club table. (Photo by Sandy Schnee)

E Jim Graham, Rob Kraus and Donna Graham (L-R) 
are among those representing the Racquet Club. (Photo 
by Sandy Schnee)

E Donna Graham (she gets around) and Lisa 
Fletcher are pleased to represent the Rock Hounds, a 
special interest group for residents with an interest 
in different aspects of geology. (Photo by Sandy 
Schnee)

E Club President Caroline Calloway (left) and Treasurer Ellen Garrett are prepared 
to tell you all about the Soleil Garden Club. (Photo by Sandy Schnee)

E Alto Holly Stone, accompanist Judy Cheyne and bass Rick Zenna represent the Soleil 
Singers chorus. (Photo by Sandy Schnee)
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GOLF CARS OF 
CANTON

121 Waleska Street, Canton, GA 30114
sales@golfcarsofcanton.com|www.golfcarsofcanton.com

678-880-1156

CRUise in style with the 
family this summer!!

OPEN   
Monday–Friday  

9am–5pm;  
Saturday  

9am–3pm

0% Financing Available
Free Delivery Up To 25 Miles

NEW special edition 
CRU now in stock!
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SOLEIL LIVING LAUREL CANYON OPTIMIST CLUB

17th Annual Pancake 
Breakfast a Success 
April 5
By Lenora McCrea

On April 5, over 225 
residents, guests, sponsors 
and club members enjoyed 
a delicious breakfast 
featuring pancakes, eggs, 

cheese grits, bacon, sausage, fruit, orange juice 
and coffee in the Soleil ballroom. 

Club members obtained 45 sponsors from a 
variety of large and small businesses in the 
community, along with 64 raffle prizes and 58 
silent auction items. 

The club thanks our sponsors. Please consider 
patronizing these establishments as you shop 
in the Cherokee community:

• Corporate Level: IHOP, Publix, 
O’Charley’s Restaurant, Stitch Coffee

• Diamond Level: Atomize Collision & 
Custom, Hope & Faith Trust

• Platinum Level: Berkshire Hathaway 
Home Services GA Properties, Superior 
Storage

• Gold Level: an anonymous donor

• Silver Level: Jeannie Doherty, Elite 
Roofing & Restoration

• Bronze Level: A Love of Travel, 
Carriage Kia of Woodstock, Dameron 
Family Dentistry, Darby Funeral 
Home, Dyer & Rusbridge PC, Etowah 
Flooring-Carpet One, Fowler Exteriors, 
Green Heating & Cooling, In Harmony 
Pediatric Therapy, Kingdom Lawn, PT 
Solutions Physical Therapy, Thrasher 
Electric, UNIGLOBE Five Star Travel, 
Woodstock Furniture Outlet

• Blue Ribbon Level: The Bray Insurance 
Agency, Canton Termite & Pest Control, 
Cherokee Family Dental, Country 
Carpets, Fairways of Canton, Garrison’s 

Furniture & Appliances, Sosebee Funeral 
Home, Swords & Phelps DDS, United 
Community Bank 

• Donor Level: Aaron’s Remodeling 
Services, BridgeMill Dentistry, Butter 
& Milk Eatery, James Cannon & Co., 
Cherokee Computer Guys, Good Hands 
Appliance Repair, Mid-City Pharmacy, 
Moghadam Family Dentistry, Denise 
Oliviera’s Housecleaning, Practically 
Perfect Day Spa, Sellers & Warren PC, 
Vitality Project

It takes many hands working together to make 
this event a success. Members and friends of 
the club helped with important tasks such 
as: selling tickets and providing publicity; 
purchasing and gathering supplies and food 
items; setting up and decorating; making and 
displaying the sponsor frames; preparing the 
coffee service; assembling fruit cups; cooking; 
serving food; selling raffle tickets; organizing; 
displaying; assisting with distribution of raffle 
prizes and silent auction items; and cleanup. 

Funds from the Annual Pancake Breakfast, 
along with the yearly raffle sale, allow the 
club to help hundreds of children and youth, 
as well as seniors and homeless veterans in 
Cherokee County. 

Optimist Club meetings, including lunch, 
are held on the second Monday of the month 
at Sidelines Grille. If interested in attending 
a meeting, learning more about the club’s 
projects or volunteering time, contact Alan 
Lodwick, president (alodwick@gmail.com 
/ 303-748-3719) or Ed Hill, past president 
(evhilljr@yahoo.com / 770-880-6462). 

E Table waiters received rave reviews from the guests for their 
great service this year. (L-R): front row: Mary DeLuca, Robyn 
De La Houssaye, Eileen Shafer, Pam Dulin, Debbie Everett, 
Linda Brent. Back row: Ginny Pallo, Martha Kennedy, Cindy 
Schmitt, Kathy Geroski, Susan Gilbert, Linda Penrose, Bonnie 
Burnett, Renée English. (Photo by Craig Stichtenoth) 

E Kitchen crew responsible for cooking sausage, bacon, pancakes 
and grits. (L-R): Tony Lee, Randy Plant, Larry Sykes, Scott 
Davis, Greg Hill, Ed Hill, John Brent, Don Schmitt. (Photo by 
Lenora McCrea)

E More kitchen crew responsible for cooking eggs, bacon and 
sausage. (L-R): Ed Hill, Don Schmitt, John Brent, Tony DeLuca, 
Denise Davis. (Photo by Lenora McCrea)
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SOLEIL LIVINGLAUREL CANYON OPTIMIST CLUB

E Robyn de la Houssaye (left) and Eileen Shafer help students at Ralph Bunche 
Elementary plant marigold seeds. 

Marigolds at Ralph Bunche Elementary
Photos by Lori Rich

E Valerie Hill (left) reads Flower Garden by Eve Bunting with Mary DeLuca 
assisting. 

E Cindy Schmitt (left) assists shoppers selecting raffle prizes. (L-R): John Szwast, 
Don Gizinski, Ruth Gizinski. (Photo by Lenora McCrea)

E Servers Cliff Penrose, Valerie Hill and Phil Rodes (L-R against the wall) serve 
guests Jane and Steve Wirsch, Don Cheyne and Gene Balog (front to back).  
(Photo by Lenora McCrea)
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SOLEIL LIVING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

Spring Birds of Laurel Canyon
Compiled by Craig Stichtenoth

E Several migrating Blue-winged Teal ducks take off 
from Laurel Lake, a stopover on their way north. 
(Photo by Joe Nicholson)

E A Canada Goose stands guard as Soleil resident 
Tom Flood hits his approach shot to the 9th green at 
Fairways of Canton. (Photo by Steve Henderson)

E A male Summer Tanager—newly arrived from his 
winter home far south of Georgia—visits the deck 
railing of a home on Laurel Ridge.  
(Photo by Charlie Barnes)

E A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher gathers nesting material in 
the woods near Laurel Lake anticipating a summer 
catching bugs in Soleil. (Photo by Joe Nicholson)

E A Yellow-throated Warbler observed in the woods just 
north of Laurel Lake has a shorter migratory range 
than other warblers who may breed as far north as 
Canada. (Photo by Charlie Barnes)

E A Brown-headed Nuthatch is ready to deliver food 
to hatchlings in a nest near the nature trail flanking 
Laurel Lake. (Photo by Tim Carerra)

$10 O
F
F $5 O

F
F With the 

purchase  
of $25 or 

more.

With the 
purchase  
of $35 or 

more.
Dine-in only. Offers are not valid on Fridays and can't be combined.

770-720-4999
15 Laurel Canyon Village Circle, Suite 132 | Canton, GA 30144

Aging in... Turning 65?  Medicare Solutions

Medicare Supplements * Part D * Advantage
Income For Life    Long Term Care Solutions

Sun South Insurance
STEVE GUINESS, CSA
LICENSED - NPN679748

Certified Senior Advisor
Canton, Georgia 30114

678-575-3334

Soleil

Resident
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I’m Jessica Poole — Soleil resident, trusted real 

estate advisor, and proud member of the Brad 

Poole Group at Compass. With specialized 

training in the 55+ market and a solutions-

based approach, I offer the support, strategy, 

and communication you deserve. Backed by 

Compass’ industry-leading marketing and 

technology, I’m here to guide you confidently 

through your next chapter. Whether you’re 

thinking about selling, or just exploring your 

options, let’s connect.

Your Trusted Soleil Advisor

Jessica Poole

REALTOR® | SRES® | CSA®

M: 678.381.9750 | O: 404.668.6621

jessica.poole@compass.com 

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in 
price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, 
accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

Real estate guidance from a neighbor who knows the community

Scan for a 
free home 
evaluation
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SOLEIL LIVING MEN’S CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

14 Years of Easter Worship
By Rich Elwell and Dick Jackson

Early on April 20, an assembly of Soleil neighbors, 
friends and family gathered at the Clubhouse to 
celebrate Easter. Russ Cudmore presided over 
the service, welcoming everyone and opening 
the service in prayer, and later leading the Lord’s 

Prayer and offering a closing benediction.

The Easter message was delivered by LTC. Jon Pirtle, who has a 
doctorate in church history and currently serves as Chaplain for 
the Georgia Army National Guard, ministering to units in seven 
states and the District of Columbia. He lives at Lake Arrowhead 
with his wife Carrie Jane. 

Easter music included “Crown Him with Many Crowns,” the familiar traditional 
hymn sung by the entire assembly. Soleil resident Jean Shore sang the beautiful 

“Because He Lives,” composed by Bill and Glory Gaither in the 
1970s. 

After the service, people enjoyed fellowship and refreshments 
generously provided by Publix, Ingles, Dunkin and Ray’s 
Donuts.

The 14th annual Easter Morning Worship Service was sponsored 
by the Soleil Men’s Christian Fellowship (SMCF), which also 
sponsors an annual Thanksgiving service. The Men’s Christian 
Fellowship is a non-denominational group that meets every 
first and third Monday from 4-5 p.m. in the clubhouse for Bible 
study and prayer for our community. Open to all Soleil men, 

each session is facilitated by a member of the group, encouraging spiritual and 
spirited discussions of the Bible.

H Soleil resident Jean 
Shore shares the 
Easter message 
in song with her 
interpretation of 
“Because He Lives.” 
(Photo by Craig 
Stichtenoth)

E Chaplain Jon Pirtle offers his message of faith to an attentive gathering of Soleil residents and family early on Easter morning. (Photo by Bev Stichtenoth)

CORRECTION:
In the April 2025 issue, we 

misreported the name of the 

woman who portrayed Mary Todd 

Lincoln during the presentation 

by Homer S. Sewell as Abraham 

Lincoln. The correct name is Alice 

Ault. We regret this error.
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SOLEIL LIVINGHEALTH & WELLNESS

Hearing Aid Specialist 
Speaks at Soleil
Article & Photos by Kathy Schevling

Can you repeat that?”

“What did he say?”

“Turn the TV up!”

How many of you say these things on a daily basis? Maybe you need a 
hearing loss evaluation.

On March 24, Hearing Instrument Specialist and founder of the Hearing Aid Factory 
Outlet Gwen Cantrell spoke at Soleil to educate the residents about hearing loss and the 
available treatment options.

SUBJECTS COVERED:

• Types of hearing loss: conductive and sensorineural

• Range of hearing loss: mild to severe

• Symptoms: mishearing words, turning up TV, ringing or buzzing, etc.

• Causes: aging, genetics, noise exposure, trauma, medications, etc.

Gwen described the process of a comprehensive hearing exam which includes 
medical history, an inner and outer ear exam and an ear-drum assessment known as 
Tympanometry. 

Audio tests similar to the ones we had as kids are done, as well as speech recognition tests. 
Cognitive testing is also done to clarify if there are any signs of memory loss.

Gwen recommends yearly hearing evaluations for seniors. 

She stressed the risks of untreated hearing loss, and you may be surprised. It is related to:

• Falls

• Depression and anxiety

• Feelings of isolation

• Dementia

Gwen explained that brain imaging (such as MRIs) shows that the brain shrinks when not 
stimulated by new information. 

With proper hearing aids—or in severe cases, cochlear implants—improvement in 
memory and function were noted. Caregivers also reported that the person affected had 
increased socialization and better relationships once they were treated. 

Gwen Cantrell offered free hearing tests to Soleil residents at the seminar, done in her 
mobile evaluation van. You can request a test by contacting Ms. Cantrell at 404-786-6416 
or at Gwenhearingaidfactory@gmail.com

E Nancy Krocza, Laura Gildenberg and Susan Abroms learn 
about hearing loss treatment options.

E Gwen Cantrell lectures about hearing loss.
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SOLEIL LIVING

Joan Ahrens. Renaissance Woman. 

Joan’s accomplishments and interests are so 
numerous, it’s difficult to write about each one in 
detail. Her travels alone can make you breathless: 66 
countries and 12 states. Joan has been a professional 
photographer and writer having authored a book 
titled Hong Kong – Gems and Jewelry. A Graduate 
Gemologist, she has written dozens of magazine 
articles about oriental jewelry. If that’s not enough, 
Joan has spent twenty years raising and breeding 
horses. Another area of interest is water gardening 
with a concentration on raising unusual and hybrid 
lotus flowers. In the garden of the Soleil home she 
shares with husband Buzz is a large pond where 
she cultivates varieties of lotus flowers. The Ahrens 
residence has Asian artwork and furniture they’ve 
gathered in their many travels. 

Richard Edmondson. Lieutenant Colonel,  
U.S. Air Force (Retired). 

Throughout Richard’s military career, he did his 
best for himself, his family and his country. At 
the top of his class through years of training and 
promotions, he and wife Carole with daughter 
Heather moved extensively throughout the world 
(England, Germany, Japan) and from state to state 
(Alaska, Hawaii, Alabama, California, Texas and 
Florida) during his military service. After flying as 
a navigator, Richard advanced in rank as he was 
groomed for Air Force overt intelligence operations. 
His job duties included working with radar, 
electronic signals, monitoring surface-to-air missiles 
and even U-2s. After retiring, Richard worked in the 
private sector for ten years at Jacobs engineering as 
an operational test engineer. 

Lanna Swindler. Photojournalist. 

Before getting the job she most desired—staff 
photographer with the Atlanta Journal Constitution—
Lanna did stints at the Clayton County News Daily, 
South Fulton Today and the Clayton Neighbor. While 
she concentrated in sports photography covering 
the Falcons and the Braves, she worked right on the 
sidelines. Lanna also had many experiences with 
celebrities such as Bette Midler. One of Lanna’s 
most memorable experiences was meeting Virginia 
Callaway who with her husband assembled land 
during the Depression for what was to become 
Callaway Gardens. Lanna has witnessed extreme 
changes in her profession from the days when 
things were printed in black-and-white. Digital 
photography along with color changed things 
radically. She now laments the demise of daily 
papers.

Fun Facts about Folks
By Joe DiBernardo

E Richard Edmonson. (Photo by Dick Slaats) E Lanna Swindler. (Photo by Dick Slaats)E Joan Ahrens. (Photo by cruise staff)

This column highlights interesting facts you may not know about fellow residents in Soleil Laurel Canyon. If you would like to be considered for inclusion in an upcoming 
column or know of someone who should be, please contact Joe at jldibernardo@gmail.com. 



Soleil Laurel Canyon  //  www.soleilatlaurelcanyon.com 15

WHY
CHOOSE

US?
AS YOUR GO-TO HVAC COMPANY

OVER 30 YEARS OF 
TRUSTED HVAC EXPERTISE

WOMEN/VETERAN 
OWNED AND OPERATED

5 STAR GOOGLE RATING

FLEXIBLE 
FINANCING OPTIONS

404-313-7021

INFO@ABLEAIRAC.COM

ABLEHEATINGANDAIR.COM

CONTACT USANNUAL 
MAINTENANCE PLANS

WHY
CHOOSE

US?
AS YOUR GO-TO HVAC COMPANY

OVER 30 YEARS OF 
TRUSTED HVAC EXPERTISE

WOMEN/VETERAN 
OWNED AND OPERATED

5 STAR GOOGLE RATING

FLEXIBLE 
FINANCING OPTIONS

404-313-7021

INFO@ABLEAIRAC.COM

ABLEHEATINGANDAIR.COM

CONTACT USANNUAL 
MAINTENANCE PLANS

Not Sure What to Plant? 
At Autumn Hill Nursery you’ll find 

Beautiful annuals & colorful pottery 
David Austin, Hybrid Teas , Climbing Roses 
Shrubs for color throughout the year 
Privacy trees, flowering trees & Japanese maples 
Weeksy Talks & Workshops 

Design & Installation services 
Custom landscape designs start at $400 
Create specialty gardens: rose, pollinator, meditation & fragrance  
Install privacy screens & dry creek beds 
Complete landscaping from start to finish 

4256 Earney Rd, Woodstock (in Hickory Flat)    770-442-3901   
autumnhillnursery,com        Open every day. 
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SOLEIL LIVING GARDEN CLUB

E Garden Club volunteers confirm Spring plant sale orders and load flats of plants into vehicles on a Saturday morning in April. (Photo by Craig Stichtenoth)

Semiannual Plant Sale
April 19

H Landscape architect and author of 
gardening books Pamela Crawford 
autographs copies of her book 
Container Gardens for Butterflies after a Garden 
Club-sponsored event on pollinators. Talking about the favorite plants she uses 
to attract butterflies (most are annuals), Pamela named pentas (her favorite), 
blue salvia, lantana, New Guinea impatiens, wax begonias, dragonwing begonias, 
California daisy, celosia, cosmos, jatropha, Melampodium, red salvia, scaevola, 
shrimp plant and zinnias. Ways to attract butterflies (and other pollinators) are 1) 
avoid pesticides; 2) ensure abundant sunshine; 3) give them something to drink; 4) 
add fruit; and 5) plant bright colors. (Photo by Joe Nicholson)

F Pamela Crawford’s book 
Container Gardens for 
Butterflies. (Photo by 
Caroline Calloway)

Garden Club Presents Butterfly Symposium
April 24
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SOLEIL LIVINGGARDEN CLUB

Garden Club Preps Raised Beds for Summer
April 26

E The Garden Club cleans up the raised beds located in the area around the greenhouse. Garden bed renters received soil amendments and mulch to cover the upgraded 
irrigation system. Working in their beds are (L-R:) Tony Lee, Nikki Lockwood and Mary Anne Parker. (Photo by Caroline Calloway)

To advertise in a neighborhood  
publication, please contact us at

5875 Peachtree Industrial Blvd, Ste. 160 | Norcross, GA 30092 770-623-6220 • info@frontporchatlanta.com

Get noticed. Advertise.
Contact us today!

A TL ANTA
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Spring Arts  
& Crafts Fair 
March 29

The Soleil ballroom welcomed 20 exhibitors, many from Soleil, 
for the first Spring Arts & Crafts Fair. Organizer Sharon Golden 
reported that in addition to the creative energy that filled the 
room, a donation of $250 was made to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital on behalf of the Fair.

E Fabric artist and scarf designer Marlene Caracalas (right) chats with Donna 
Dillon. (Photo by Bev Stichtenoth)

E Joan Ahrens (left) admires the display of jewelry creations made by Gwen Witton. 
(Photo by Bev Stichtenoth)

E Rick Zenna speaks with Fred Weems as he assists Peter Evans (not pictured) in 
selling art supplies once used by Peter’s late wife Sally Evans.  
(Photo by Tommy Jacobs) E Judy & Don Cheyne (right) visit with outside artist Gary Hickey, who specializes 

in portrait caricature. (Photo by Tommy Jacobs)

ERon Sifen welcomes a closer look at his collection of geodes and other interesting 
geological examples. (Photo by Tommy Jacobs)

E Jane Wirsch, Robyn de la Houssaye and Carol Munster represent the ‘Soleil 
Samba Sisters,’ enticing folks like Carol Howlin with their variety of tasty baked 
goods. Proceeds benefit local nursing homes. (Photo by Bev Stichtenoth)
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COME ENJOY THE BEACH LIFE!
Serving Coastal and Country Cuisine

Check out our weekly specials at  
divesoutherncoastalkitchen.com

FEATURING $10 LUNCH SPECIALS | TUESDAY – FRIDAY 11AM-3PM

770 224-8816
135 Reinhardt College Parkway,  Canton, GA

Discover a retirement lifestyle where elegance meets ease at The Arbor  

at BridgeMill. Enjoy chef-crafted meals in our restaurant-style dining room or  

a casual bite in our on-site bistro. Our concierge, caregivers, and engagement 

teams personalize every detail to your preferences. From vibrant social 

events to relaxing moments, every day is designed for you.

Luxury Senior Living
Experience

Call 770-741-2787 to schedule your personalized 
tour today and see the luxury for yourself!
700 Freedom Blvd., Canton, GA 30114 | 770-741-2787 | ArborBridgeMill.com/Cherokee
INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE
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Ann Taylor Loft Presents 2025 Fashion Show
March 26

E Soleil models line up in their finery provided by the Ann Taylor Loft in the Woodstock outlets. (L-R): Lisa Gadaleta, Sharon Jernigan, Kristina Croteau, Cathy Pica, 
Christina Quinn, Roz Gladstone, Rose Shaver, Beth Moore, Debbie Nagelberg. (Photo by Chastaine Kendrick)

H Rose Shaver.  
(Photo by Dick Slaats)

F Beth Moore.  
(Photo by Chastaine Kendrick)

H Kristina Croteau.  
(Photo by Dick Slaats)

F Roz Gladstone.  
(Photo by Chastaine Kendrick)
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H Christina 
Quinn. 
(Photo by 
Dick Slaats)

H Cathy Pica. 
(Photo by 
Dick Slaats)

FLisa Gadaleta.  
(Photo by 
Chastaine 
Kendrick)

F Debbie 
Nagelberg. 
(Photo by 
Chastaine 
Kendrick)

H Sharon 
Jernigan. 
(Photo by 
Dick Slaats)

E Chastaine Kendrick (blue shirt, standing) snaps a photo of model Cathy Pica as she 
poses in front of the stage. Announcer (left) and Store Manager Mayra from Ann 
Taylor Loft in the Woodstock outlets describes Cathy’s outfit. 
 (Photo by Bev Stichtenoth)

E As Roz Gladstone strolls through the crowd, Pat Stephen (left), Lori Poer and Holly 
Stone beckon her to their table for a closer look at her outfit.  
(Photo by Bev Stichtenoth)
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Family Feud
March 22
Photos by Sallie Swartz

E Donna Goppelt (left of buzzer stand) and Dan Bender (right) are ready to engage in a 
battle of the buzzers as our guest game show host reads a fill-in-the-blank question that 
brings the heat.

E There is laughter aplenty as the teams in the third match of the evening 
consider the answer possibilities to a question. The team in red on the left goes 
on to be the big winners for the night. Winning team members include: Rose 
Russo, Julie Taylor, Debbie Jerome, Connie Harrison, Donna Graham. 

Dueling Pianos
April 11

E The Dueling Pianos team known as ‘The Andrews Brothers’ plays to a full house in the 
Soleil ballroom, an evening of songs-by-request along with plenty of humor.  
(Photo by Craig Stichtenoth)

Music Bingo
April 16

E Dave Coppage—the first person to complete an “X”—shows off his winning 
card.  The crowd played “5-in-a-row,” “X” and “Cover all.”  
(Photo by Craig Stichtenoth)
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Chromia Collection

IndulgenceJewelry.com | 770-479-4834
230 East Main Street, Canton, GA 30114

Join us December 13 and 14 as our favorite
vendor, Chromia, is having a trunk show to help
us kick off the Christmas season. There will be

show specials from $195 and up, as well as exotic
stones you won’t see anywhere else!

Spring is the time of  
rejuvenation—for your jewelry too!

Spring cleaning will make your  
jewelry sparkle and keep your  

stones safe and secure.
 

Bring your jewelry in for a spa  
treatment/inspection (always free!)

Mention this add to Save 20% on  
all repairs through the end of June. 

GOLF CART REPAIR
WE COME TO YOU !
MOBILE DIAGNOSTICS

TUNE UPS

BATTERY REPLACEMENT

CUSTOMIZATION

SOUND SYSTEMS

UNDERGLOW LIGHTS

AND MUCH MORE

BROADWELL SERVICES
404.781.8173

TIMB@TIMBROADWELL.COM

MOBILE

CONNECT WITH US
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Karaoke
April 26

E Gary Gettis sings “Where the Stars and Stripes and the 
Eagle Fly,” a song made famous by Country music star 
Aaron Tippin. (Photo by Sue Dodd)

E Angie Kurzen reminds the audience of what it is like to 
have “Friends In Low Places.” (Photo by Cathy Pica)

Cinco de Mayo
May 1

E Steve Henderson, Martha Kennedy and 
others (left side of table) get their shots 
of tequila from volunteers Wendell & 
Betty Henry before visiting the frozen 
margarita machine. (Photo by Craig 
Stichtenoth)

E Melanie Fazio and Mike Rainwater are surrounded by a circle of 
celebratory dancers. The DJ kept the dance floor hopping well into 
the evening. (Photo by Craig Stichtenoth)

E Jerry Boisvert seems to have 
swiped his wife’s festive hat. 
(Photo by Marge Nettuno)

E Janelle Walker and Lynn Hermann show off their 
fashionable and festive eyewear. (Photo by Craig 
Stichtenoth)

E Bob & Jeanie Johnson recommend the frozen margaritas.  
(Photo by Craig Stichtenoth)

E Linda Boisvert is served 
by one of the caterers from 
Mo’s. (Photo by Craig 
Stichtenoth)
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Hear better,
live better

2230 Townelake Pkwy, Bldg 800, Suite 100, Woodstock, GA

Scan or Call (770) 592-4744 for your
FREE HEARING SCREENING

with H.I.S., Pamela Usher or Sherri Morales.

Connect Hearing
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Drive-Thru Donuts
March 13
Photos by Bev Stichtenoth

E Celebrating an early St. Patrick’s Day, Property Manager Krista Kugelman hands a bag of Ray’s Donuts 
to Susie & Tom Beebe. 

E Marty Spellman proudly shows off his sack of donuts after cruising through via golf cart.

Sacred Space
BY RICHARD CORCORAN

Look in and around yourself.

Sacred space is everything, 
everywhere, all the time...

Every breath, every word, every step.

Every feeling, every thought, every 
intuition.

Every sound, every joy, every ache.

Every movement, tree, brook, path, 
fence, cloud, leaf, hummingbird, 
book, song, dance, color, desire, 
dream, child, grandchild, martini, 
truth.

Every moment, every epiphany, 
every silence, every day.

What’s Going On?
BY RICKY WAYNE

Strange weather this spring—in 
sunshine it feels like summer but in 
shade it feels like fall.

Seems like that on any given day we 
have to be prepared to dress for all 
four seasons.

The golf balls I have been getting 
lately in my back yard seem to be a 
new popular brand: “Practice.”

Driving a cart on the golf course 
pathway reminds me of a song:  
“Shake, Rattle and Roll.”

Just realized I haven’t heard the call 
of a Whippoorwill in a long time. 

Unfortunately I’m still waiting for 
that wisdom that’s supposed to come 
with old age. 

For all the grandfathers here in 
Soleil, aren’t you supposed to be 
carrying a pocket knife?
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Red Oak Painting 

• Interior/exterior residential painting
• Wood repair and replacement
• Deck and dock staining
• Pressure washing
• Drywall replacement
Contact us today for your free quote.

Brighten up your most valuable
asset with a fresh coat of paint.

Services include

Bruce Newey
Lake Arrowhead Resident
678-800-6533
redoakpainting@yahoo.com

 redoakpaint

Senior Helpers stands ready to serve your 
family’s needs with personalized, in-home care 
and expertly-trained, professional caregivers. 

Let us ease your mind with a complimentary  
in-home care assessment.

SENIOR CARE
ONLY BETTER

Proudly Serving  
Soleil Laurel Canyon
678.880.9128

PHCP010396
All rights reserved. Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated. ©2025 SH Franchising, LLC.

seniorhelpers.com/ga/canton-rome-cartersville
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SOLEIL LIVING FOUR SEASONS CULINARY CLUB

A Bourbon Tasting
March 7
Photos by Craig Stichtenoth

On May 7, the Four 
Seasons Culinary Club 
presented a bourbon 
tasting, comprised 
of four distinct 

bourbons each paired with a different 
and thoughtfully chosen small plate 
food offering. The bourbon tasting was 
under the guidance of Gerry Whitson, a 
certified Master of Bourbon and a resident of Soleil Laurel Canyon. 

E Club President Gene Reilly (right) 
prepares the first bourbon tasters 
under the watchful eyes of co-host Dan 
Wolfram and Neil Fletcher

E Event host Brent Chisolm and team leader Dan Casey place the wrapped beef brisket in 
the oven, later to be served with the third bourbon of the evening. E The first two bourbons are ready to be distributed to the evening’s attendees. 

E Master of Bourbon and Soleil resident Gerry Whitson (yellow shirt) introduces 
the subject of bourbon and the plans for the evening, before the first bourbon and 
food pairing is served.

E Doug Tinsley plates the boneless chicken 
wings which will be served with the 
second bourbon.
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An elegant alternative to solar panels on your home’s roof. 
Increasing your livable outdoor space year-round, this

water-proof shade structure produces energy to pay for itself

Uniglobe Five Star Travel is one of the leading travel agencies in  
the Atlanta area, serving the community for over 35 years. Our  
cruise and destination specialists will provide you with expert  

travel planning services for the vacation of your dreams!

Serving Atlanta’s Discriminating Travelers since 1985. Visit our offices in Buckhead and Canton.

Welcome to Uniglobe Five Star Travel
Uniglobe Five Star Travel is one of the leading travel agencies in the Atlanta area, serving the community 
for over 30 years. Our cruise and destination specialists will provide you with expert travel planning 
services for the vacation of your dreams!

TOM BEEBE

tom@uniglobeatlanta.com 

3168 Peachtree Road, NW , Atlanta, GA 30305

Serving Atlanta’s Discriminating Travelers since 1985. Located in the heart of Buckhead. Please call or come visit us!

Visit Hawaii
Find a romantic getaway or a break from every day life  
in paradise!

Escape to Mexico
Experience Mexico’s beaches, natural beauties and culture.

Explore Alaska
There is no place on earth quite like Alaska.

Preferred Cruise Lines

Preferred Vendors

Our culinary vacations have 
been designed to excite and 
surprise you with intimate wine 

and culinary experiences to iconic destinations on riverboats, 
cruise ships and on land. Many of our trips include exclusive, 
By-Invitation-Only experiences and amenities.

The Signature Collection 
sailings offer Exceptional 
Value, Enriching Experiences 
and Exclusive Amenities.

www.cruiseatlanta.com
3355 Lenox Rd NE, Suite 750 

Atlanta GA 30326

Welcome to Uniglobe Five Star Travel
Uniglobe Five Star Travel is one of the leading travel agencies in the Atlanta area, serving the community 
for over 30 years. Our cruise and destination specialists will provide you with expert travel planning 
services for the vacation of your dreams!

TOM BEEBE

tom@uniglobeatlanta.com 

3168 Peachtree Road, NW , Atlanta, GA 30305

Serving Atlanta’s Discriminating Travelers since 1985. Located in the heart of Buckhead. Please call or come visit us!

Visit Hawaii
Find a romantic getaway or a break from every day life  
in paradise!

Escape to Mexico
Experience Mexico’s beaches, natural beauties and culture.

Explore Alaska
There is no place on earth quite like Alaska.

Preferred Cruise Lines

Preferred Vendors

Our culinary vacations have 
been designed to excite and 
surprise you with intimate wine 

and culinary experiences to iconic destinations on riverboats, 
cruise ships and on land. Many of our trips include exclusive, 
By-Invitation-Only experiences and amenities.

The Signature Collection 
sailings offer Exceptional 
Value, Enriching Experiences 
and Exclusive Amenities.

Tom Beebe
Soleil Resident

O: 404 231 8747 

H: 770 224 6290
tom@uniglobeatlanta.com 
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Southern Coastal Flair from  
Garland Mountain
March 25

E Chef Sean Lynn (red cap) with Cliff Penrose (left) and Craig 
Vandenberg of the Crab Cake Napoleon team. On March 25, the 
Soleil Cooking Club invited Chef Sean Lynn from the Garland 
Mountain Grill. The restaurant is still rebuilding from a fire last 
year and expects to reopen in early 2026. (Photo by Bob Abroms) 

E Pecan Encrusted Grouper was delicious and used a lot of 
butter. (L-R): Team Leader Mark Runge, David Hyatt, 
Frank Schmidt, Craig Stichtenoth, Greg Adamovsky. (Photo 
by Bob Abroms) 

E SCC President Jeff Pawlik 
(right) along with Host Neil 
Dubry (SCC Event Chair) 
convert the original recipe to 48 
guests—not an easy task. (Photo 
by George Horack)

Cooking School Dinner
April 22
Photos by Bob Abroms

E With the Derby Party canceled, Al Bardakjy, Neil DuBry and George 
Horack direct six SCC members in preparing a special Cooking 
School Dinner for them and their spouses. Clockwise from left: John 
Szwast, Dennis Guerard, Norman Bushee, Bill Barbin, Al Bardakjy, 
Richard Cheap, George Horack, Neil DuBry, Bob Abroms. 

E The group had lots of smiles afterwards: (L-R): Bob Abroms, Al Bardakjy, John & Fay 
Szwast, Neil DuBry, Paula & Bill Barbin, Susan Abroms, Dale & Dennis Guerrard, Nancy 
& Richard Cheap, George Horack. 
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Proud Sponsor of Legacy Park

30 YEAR 

ANNIVERSARY

________________

Quality

Craftsmanship

With  more  than  three  decades  o f  exper i ence ,  Verge
Pa int ing  and  S id ing  i s  h igh ly  sk i l l ed  in  de l iver ing
except iona l  c ra f t smansh ip .  Our  commitment  to
exce l l ence  i s  r e f l ec ted  in  our  5 - s tar  reputat ion
earned  through  cons i s t ent ly  prov id ing  top-notch
work .  

Let  us  gu ide  you  through  your  home t rans format ion
wi th  a  FREE co lor  consu l ta t ion  wi th  a  profes s iona l
co lor  exper t .  We  a l so  o f fe r  12  months  SAME AS
CASH!

Trus t  Verge  for  a  beaut i fu l  f in i sh  that  s tands  the
tes t  o f  t ime .

Exterior Painting | Interior Painting | Siding Replacement  

Custom Decks | Rotten Wood | Windows & Doors g

www.vergeatl.com | 678-331-1102 

PAINTING & SIDING 

FREE COLOR 
Consultation

Proudly Serving Soleil of Laurel Canyon

History Hike in  
the ’Hood

E Brian Paley (center in yellow shirt) describes the remains of the mid-20th century 
vintage iron mill operation that lies just south of Laurel Canyon Parkway east 
of the clubhouse parking lot. From here, the group hiked the new Iron Mill Creek 
Trail that Brian built which parallels the creek as it flows downstream between 
the Racquet Club and homes at the end of Big Meadows and Springer Mountain 
Drives. (Photo by Craig Stichtenoth)

E The hikers pause for another local history lesson with Brian along the trail that 
flanks the eastern shore of Laurel Lake. (Photo by Bev Stichtenoth)

E In the woods near the large retaining wall that backs a portion of Hemlock Trail, 
Brian explains the wall today covers evidence of mine shafts that were dug back 
into the hill in the very early 1900s. (Photo by Craig Stichtenoth)

TOPICS:

TEEN WORKSHOPS, LUNCH &
LEARN AND INDIVIDUAL/GROUP

SESSIONS

2 m y p l a c e . o r g

2myplace will cater sessions to fit your schedule and interests!

Build Your Own Program: 

 RESUME WRITING
CONFIDENCE BUILDING

SEX TRAFFICKING AWARENESS
HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS

SAFE SOCIAL MEDIA 
EXECUTIVE FUNCTION TRAINING

+ MORE!

 MORE THAN 5,500 YOUNG ADULTS HAVE TAKEN OUR 2MYPLACE
LIFE SKILLS WORKSHOPS

(770) 815-6044
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Glow-in-the-Dark Cornhole Tourney
March 19
Photos by Craig Stichtenoth

E Early action while daylight was still at hand involved (L-R): Brenda Kees, John Jenkins, Chuck Nochta and Joe Rebele.

H The part of each cornhole board 
that glows is the target hole itself.  

F With nightfall, the glow associated 
with each cornhole board is 

easily seen, and the motion of Jeff 
Golden’s throw becomes a blur 

in the lower light as Dwight Kees 
waits his turn to throw. Because 

of the lateness of the competition, 
a three-way tie was declared 

between “The Dirt Bags” (Scott 
Trevathon and Scott Nochta), 
“The Gentle Gentlemen” (Bill 
Healey and Jim Thomas) and 

first-time team “Mediocre at Best” 
(Bev Hesse and Tina Lolley).
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Line  
Dancers 

Celebrate 
St. Patrick’s 

Day

F Soleil line dancers get in the St. 
Patrick’s Day spirit! (L-R): Lisa 

Fletcher, Lucy Bosco, Brenda 
Gilbert, Ann Marie Folk, Pat 

Pugrant, Sue Polmanski, Joan 
Werner. (Photo by Pat Pugrant)

Fitness Tip
BY GINA BECKWITH

“Fitness is not about 
being better than 
anyone else, it’s about 
being better than you 
used to be.” 

—Brett Hoebel, 
Professional Trainer

H Inspirational maxim in Soleil’s dance studio. 
(Photo by Craig Stichtenoth) 
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&Become Preferred 
Referred

By Neighbors in Affluent Subdivisions

Select from our portfolio of our  
60+ neighborhoods to sponsor their  

official HOA publications.
 

Direct  Mail • Digital • General Print 

Contact us at:
770-623-6220 • Info@FrontPorchAtlanta.com 

www.FrontPorchAtlanta.com

Soleil  
Ladies City  

Champions…
Again!

F The Soleil ladies senior USTA team does it again—crowned 
2025 Atlanta City Champions on April 4. The finals match 

was played on their home turf because they were the #1 seed. 
This qualifies them for the Georgia State Championships 
in Savannah in the fall. (L-R:) Joy Martin, Brenda Kees, 
Tineke Arzbach, Judy Shaffer (Captain), Sharen Brown, 

Linda Struck (Co-Captain), Lori Poer, Babs Baldwin,  
Kathy Furlong. Not pictured: Ann O’Mahoney.  

(Photo by Tom Cobb)
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Tip-Toe 
Through 
the Tulips
By Bonnie Johnson

The LGA teed up seven 
foursomes for the first major 
tournament of the 2025 season 
in a Team Best Ball format that 
produced some rather unusual 

results.

While six teams tip-toed through the tulips 
and battled for first place until the last hole, 
one team decided to just smell the roses. This 
resulted in one first place team consisting of 
Kathy Cade, Ann Brackett, Bev Gilley and J.J. 
Veal. Five teams tied for second with one team 
hoping for a torrential downpour. Colette 
Sanders and Golf Genius really know how to 
create pairings. 

Closest to the pin prizes went to Angie Kurzen 
(#2 hole) and Melissa Cohen (#14 hole). Heidi 
Martin hit the longest drive on the #6 hole for 
the second year in a row.

In the money or not, Angie Kurzen chaired 
a wonderful event, and the staff at Stratus 
prepared a delicious buffet. Prizes, food and 
fun with friends is what the day was all about, 
and the LGA ladies know that is priceless.

E The LGA ladies are ready to tee it up and Tiptoe Through the Tulips. (Photo Katelynn Cowen)

E Social chair Angie Kurzen won 
closest to the pin on hole #2. 
(Photo Bonnie Johnson)

E Kathy Cade, Ann Brackett, Bev Gilley and J.J. Veal played a great round and 
battled their way to first place. (Photo Bonnie Johnson)

E Hooking and Slicing their way to last place was still a fun day of golf for (L-R): 
Brenda Kees, Bonnie Johnson, Nancy Martin and Liz Danz. (Photo Teresa Moore)

E These tulip-toeing beauties all tied for second place. (L-R): front row: Colette 
Sanders, Debbie Hunter, Carolyn Tingle, Darlene Brannon, Teresa Ratteree, Jan 
Lawrence (seated), Karen Barber, Heidi Martin, Dee Wakefield, Susan Jarvis, 
Charlotte Loadwick. Back row: Angie Kurzen, Jackie Peterson, Bonny Lockrem, 
Teresa Moore, Christi Malec, Linda Lorenzi, Sharon Jensen.  
(Photo Bonnie Johnson)
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Tom Snipes Chosen Sportsman of the Year
Article by Dwight Kees

SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR 

The annual LCMGA late winter breakfast—held 
on March 12 this year—serves as a kickoff for the 
new golf season with recaps from the previous year 
meshed with plans for the warmer days ahead.  

The highlight of the event for the past two years has 
been the announcement of LCMGA’s Sportsman 
of the Year. This year, the membership chose Tom 
Snipes. 

LCMGA’s Sportsman of the Year award was 
proposed by the administrative board two years ago 
to recognize members who “consistently go above 
and beyond in volunteering their time and talents to 
the betterment of the LCMGA and the sport of golf 
in general while promoting the association’s goals of 
good fellowship and sportsmanship.” 

Tom served 20 years as a Naval aviator retiring 
as Commander from his reserve squadron in 
California. He was hired by Western Airline as a 
pilot before it merged with Delta Airlines. 

Tom brings his leadership skills to the LCMGA, 
serving first as vice-president for two years before 
being elected President in 2019. Tom’s calm thinking 
and steady guidance has been instrumental in the 
smooth operation and growth of the club for the 
past six years. 

Following the awards presentation, several LCMGA 
officers gave updates on association activities. 
Fairways of Canton golf course supervisor Jim 
Barth detailed course improvements planned for 
the year as well as the issues involved in the course 
ownership transfer that is underway. Director of 
Instruction Derek Sauser closed by outlining several 
steps players can take to improve their golf skills 
utilizing the facilities offered by Fairways of Canton. 

JONES OPEN

Strong, swirling winds with gusts exceeding 25 miles 
per hour are any golfer’s nemesis. That was what the 
75 players faced on Tax Day in the 2025 season’s first 
major tournament.

Despite the challenging conditions, 27 participants 
joined in a “Birdie-Fest” by harvesting a respectable 
41 total birdies, six more than last year. James 
Bishop, Brian Dyer, Dwight Kees and Brad Peterson 

led the way with three each. The overall low gross 
score on the day was an 81 turned in by Chris Wells 
in the Masters flight. Larry Mandersheid posted an 
83 to lead the Champions flight with Lamar Gilmore 
carding an 87 to pace the Legends.

The closest-to-the-pin winners were #2 Larry 
Mandersheid, #8 Mike Gecan, #14 Mike Skonicki 
and #17 Mike Gandy. 

Special thanks are extended to game-day hosts John 
Mathis and Joe Simpson with Tom Snipes assisting.

LEADERBOARD WITH NET SCORES

MASTERS FLIGHT 

1. Chris Wells  -  74

2. Fred Meyers  -  75

3. Jim Pefinis  -  76

4. James Bishop  -  77

5. Tom Sawyer  -  78

CHAMPIONS FLIGHT

1. Larry Mandersheid  -  70

2. Frank Hansen  -  72 

3. Tom Snipes  -  72

4. Dwight Kees  -  72

5. Eric Demaree  -  75

LEGENDS FLIGHT

1. Jim Palmer  -  71

2. Lamar Gilmore  -  71

3. Terry Conlon  -  72

4. James Loadwick  -  74

5. Mark Spazzano  -  74

MEET THE NEW MEMBERS

Willie and Jenny Biddix have lived in Soleil for a 
year. The Biddixes are parents to four children 
and three grandchildren with one on the way. 
Willie was in the food business where he managed 
dry commodities with U.S. Foods, among others. 

Originally from North Carolina, Willie is an N.C. 
State fan.

Dale and Pam King have lived in Soleil for three 
years after moving from Alpharetta. The Kings 
are the proud parents of three children and five 
grandchildren, all residing in the area. Dale is retired 
from AT&T where he worked as a network engineer.

That brings membership to 144. 

Hit ’em straight and not too many.

LAUREL CANYON MEN’S GOLF ASSOCIATION

E The Jones Open winners (L -R): Larry 
Manderscheid, Chris Wells, Jim Palmer.  
(Photo by Tom Snipes)

E Tom Snipes, LCMGA’s 2024 Sportsman of the 
Year. (Photo by Jill Snipes) 
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WHAT HAPPENS IF:
 My spouse and/or I die without a will?

  I am diagnosed with a debilitating disease,  
and I can no longer take care of myself and  

my financial affairs?
   I moved from another state, so are my  

planning documents valid in Georgia?
  I require long term care... how will I be  

able to pay for it?

 We've helped others in Metro Atlanta  
answer these questions for 20 years. 

Call for your complimentary consultation today at 
678.880.0800 

barbaraparkerlaw.com

Soleil ONLY Special
$150

 Gutter Cleaning

• Gutter Repairs
• Gutter Guards
• Gutter Installation 
• Underground Drainage Systems
• PVC Piping Installation 
• French Drains
• Hard Scapes

Licensed and Insured

 770-733-0558
www.h2odrainagesolutions.com

DRAINAGE SOLUTIONSDRAINAGE SOLUTIONS

SE
RV
IC
ES
:

Let us help protect  
your investment!

Medicare 
  Questions?

Qualifying for Medicare soon?
Call Katy, your local consultant, who can answer any 

questions with her 15+ years of experience.

Katy Weathers
(404) 964-3450

www.seniorhealthsolutionsllc.com

Katy is a licensed broker to answer any questions!
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SLC102N | TAA/C & Heating
Able Heating & Air 404-313-7021
Clark's Heating and Air 678-981-4720
Dayco Systems 770-919-9509
Shumate Air Conditioning & Heating 678-584-0880
Superior Indoor Comfort 770-664-9098
Zen Air 678-883-7868

Accountants
Signature Accounting Services, LLC. 770-975-1609

Ad Agency
Marketing Results, Inc-Soleil Belmont Park 404-317-3808

Assisted Living
The Arbor at Bridgemill 770-214-4023

Attorney
Daryl L Kidd P.C. 770-499-1274
The McGarity Group, LLC 770-932-8477

Banking
Peach State Bank & Trust 770-536-1100

Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling
Housley Enterprises, Inc 678-546-2276

Bathtub & Ceramic Tile Repair
Unique Refinishers 770-945-0072

Chimney Cleaning & Repair
Swept Away Chimney Services 770-975-9813

Churches
Christ the Rock Lutheran Church 262-751-7190

Cleaning Services
House Cleaning Specialist, Inc 770-975-4995

Concrete Repair
Advance Concrete Lifting & Leveling 678-208-3426

Dance Studio
CK DanceWorks, Inc. & CK Yoga 770-975-7298

Decks
Painting Plus - Decks 404-973-2541

Dentist
Acworth Dental 770-974-4146
BridgeMill Dentistry (Scott Merritt, DMD) 770-704-1812
Christy Haffner Pediatric Dentistry 770-777-9400
Esthetic Dental Solutions 678-352-1333
Family Dentistry at Seven Hills 678-574-4837
Roswell Dental Care 770-998-6736
Swords & Phelps Dentistry 770-479-3713

Design & Build Services
HammerSmith, Inc. 404-377-1021

Doors
EntryPoint Doors & Windows 770-904-0094
Park Avenue Entries 770-622-0554

Driveway Repair
Advance Concrete - Driveway Repair 678-208-3426

Electrical Service
Arc Angel Electric Corp 470-239-5568
Kudzu Electrical Contractors 678-330-4815
M.J. Power 470-617-3700
Shumate Electrical Services 678-584-0880

Fence Repair
7x Home Services 678-346-1137

Financial Planning
Consha Financial 678-539-9518
Thrivent Financial-Houck 470-817-5050

Fitness Centers
Body20 678-786-1094

Flooring
Recoat Revolution of North Atlanta 678-695-8006

Furniture & Accessories
Palm Casual 770-779-8902

Golf Equipment & Supplies
Golf Cars of Canton 678-880-1156

Gutters
Painting Plus - Gutters 404-973-2541

Handyman
Ace Handyman Services Lanier 770-430-7316
Happy Handyman LLC 770-685-8421
Shumate Handyman Services 678-584-0880

Home Builder
Southwyck Homes 404-317-3808

Home Furnishings
ARIANA Home Furnishings & Design 678-807-7422

Home Improvements
GHIR Construction 404-922-7379
Utility Saving Solutions, Inc. 855-234-7336

Hospital
Northeast Georgia Medical Center 770-214-4492

Insurance
Affordable Medicare Solutions 770-945-5261
Allstate Insurance Nancy Wells 404-452-5066
Farmers Insurance-Nathan Martin 678-888-5818
The Upton Agency 770-361-6570

Insurance - Medicare Advantage
Humana- Medicare Advantage 470-548-4045

Interior Design
Interior Evolutions-Decorative Painting 770-843-0179

Internet Service Provider
Point Broadband 706-807-9028

Medical Clinic
LiveWell Medical Clinic 770-862-9943

Nursery
Autumn Hill Nursery 770-442-3901
Beech Hollow Wildflower Farm 404-277-4726

Painting
Chris Brown Painting & Home Repair 770-323-3148
Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting 770-346-0203
Painting Plus 404-973-2541
Red Oak Painting 678-800-6533
Verge Painting and Siding 678-331-1102

Personal Trainers
Alloy Personal Training Windermere 770-598-0309

Pest Control
Legacy Pest Control 770-423-0160

Plumbing
Bryan Plumbing Services 770-826-5277
Greenlee Plumbing 678-386-7513
Robinson and Family Plumbing 770-873-3202
Rooter Pro Plumbing GA 470-600-5146
Shumate Plumbing Services 678-584-0880

Pre-Schools & Kindergarten
Omega Learning Center-Acworth 770-792-7431

Propane Service
Gas Incorporated 770-720-1378

Real Estate
Atlanta Communities-Elizabeth Martin 678-373-9342
Atlanta Communities-Jennifer and Associates 770-403-5639
Classic Luxury Real Estate-Lisa Hughley 678-923-5152
Compass Realty-Natalie Gregory Team 404-373-0076
Cory & Co. Realty 404-564-5561
Domo Realty 404-556-1733
Georgia Real Estate Depot-Nix 770-401-4932
Harry Norman Realtors-Pam Hughes 404-626-3604
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JW Collection Brokers LLC-Oslund 678-672-2878
Keller Williams-Linda Jacobs 770-337-2006
Remax Around Atlanta-Falkin 770-330-2374
ReMax-The Melissa Bailey Group 678-535-8979
Robin Martin and Associates 678-665-0202

Remodeling
Diversified Contracting Group 770-329-9112
GCI Basements 404-569-8794

Restaurants
Luna Maya 770-720-4999

Roofing
Atlanta Roofing Specialists 770-419-2222
Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting 770-346-0203

Schools-Private
McGinnis Woods Country Day School 770-664-7764
Woodward Academy 404-765-4001

Security Systems
Classic Entry Systems 678-330-1111

Siding
Painting Plus - Siding 404-973-2541

Travel Agencies
Travelmation-Rachel Spain 678-316-0314

Window Replacement
America's Best Choice 678-896-8688
Davis Window & Door 678-379-1629
EntryPoint Doors & Windows 770-904-0094
North Georgia Replacement Windows, Inc. 770-888-1604

Wine
Grapes & Grains Wine & Spirits 770-884-2450
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The following are sponsors* in other community newsletters, published 
by Front Porch Atlanta. BOLD LISTINGS have an advertisement in this 
publication. (*Included sponsors have met purchase criteria.)
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The Active-Adult Neighborhood
at River Green.

The Active-Adult Neighborhood
at River Green.

TOUR OUR
MODEL HOMES

John Wieland has created a neighborhood without comparison.
Lakeside’s luxury single-family homes range from 1,800 to 3,600+
sq. ft. and offer one to three stories of spacious living, finished
terrace levels with media rooms, sky terraces, luxury owner’s suites
with spa-inspired baths, and elevator capability, along with spacious
rear and bonus yards. It’s what’s next in active-adult home design.

DESIGNER MODELS
OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK

MON-FRI, SUN: 12-6
SATURDAY: 10-6

COME SEE THE FUTURE

 
 

 
 

The Active-Adult Neighborhood
at River Green



205 Waleska Rd. Ste 2A, Canton GA 30114
INFO@SwordsPhelpsDentistry.com
www.SwordsPhelpsDentistry.com

770-479-3713

WHEREExperience
ExcellenceMEETS


